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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church

September 12, 2021
Sixteenth Sunday
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after Pentecost
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Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM
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Welcome
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We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.
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PuLPIT SuPPLY: MARK HOOVER
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Variations on "Cwm Rhondda" arr. J. Bert Carlson
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of Alimighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the
power to become children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG:  Lift High the Cross ELW 660
NEXT PAGE



Lift High the Cross
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ¢ - fied
3 O Lord, once Tift - ed on the glo - rious tree.
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
oy - =T s | ko
Z —p ¢ EES I S S
n ) Refrain
)4 I | I I =

ki
IHL
WL

|

~
wll]
| ,
o _

our king vic - Lo - Tious, Christ, the Son ol God
bear on their brows the seal of him who died
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Texl: George W. Kilchin, 1827—-1912; rev. Michacl R. Newboll, 1874—-1956
Music: CRUCIFER, Sydncy H. Nicholson, 18751947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company. Carol Stream. IL 60185, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibitcd without pcrmission or valid liccnse from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our
salvation, and by the glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant
that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of evil, take up
our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a
A reading from Isaiah.

“The Lord Gob has given me the tongue of a teacher, that | may know how to
sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my
ear to listen as those who are taught.

°The Lord GoD has opened my ear, and | was not rebellious, | did not turn
backward.

°| gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled
out the beard; | did not hide my face from insult and spitting.

"The Lord Gob helps me; therefore | have not been disgraced; therefore | have
set my face like flint, and | know that | shall not be put to shame;

®*he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up
together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me.

It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 116:1-9

' love the LORD, who has heard my voice, and listened to my
supplication,

“for the LORD has given ear to me whenever | called.



“The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon
me; | came to grief and sorrow.

“Then | called upon the name of the LORD: “O LORD, | pray you,
save my life.”

°Gracious is the LORD and righteous; our God is full of compassion.

°The LORD watches over the innocent; | was brought low, and God
saved me.

"Turn again to your rest, O my soul. for the LORD has dealt well with
you.

°For you have rescued my life from death, my eyes from tears, and
my feet from stumbling;

°I will walk in the presence of the LORD in the land of the living.

Second Reading: James 3:1-12
A reading from James.

'Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for
you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. “For all
of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking
is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. °If we put
bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their
whole bodies. “Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes
strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder
wherever the will of the pilot directs. “So also the tongue is a small
member, yet it boasts of great exploits.



How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! °And the tongue is a
fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it
stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on
fire by hell. ‘For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, “but
no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. “With it
we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in
the likeness of God. '’From the same mouth come blessing and cursing.
My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. ''Does a spring pour
forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? '“Can a fig
tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more
can salt water yield fresh.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.
*GOSPEL.: Mark 8:27-38

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
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“" Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi;
and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that | am?”
“And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still
others, one of the prophets.” “’He asked them, “But who do you say that |
am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” *’And he sternly
ordered them not to tell anyone about him.

“'"Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the Chief2priests, and the
scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. *’He said all this
quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. *But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get
behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but
on human things.”

**He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want
to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow me. *’For those who want to save their life will lose fit,
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel,
will save it. “°For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit
their life? *’Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? **Those who
are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes
in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise  to you, O  Christ,
Sermon

*Hymn of the Day:
NEXT PAGE

We Respond to the Word

Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said

ELW 667




Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said

Text: Charles W. Everest, 1814—1877, alt.
Music: BOURBON, W. Hauscr, Hesperian Harp, 1848; arr. hymnal version

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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1 “Take up your cross,”’ the Sav - lor said,
2  Take up  your Cross; let not its  weight
3 Take up your Cross, nor heed the shame,
4  Take up your Cross and fol - low Christ,
i | =
€| 1 J I g = -~ I
Sk B = ==
a2 1 I T i = | T
[ N . |
Y D 1 | I | | n I ] ]
G = | : P
-
E i = Z ' i
“if you would my dis - ci - ple be;
per vade your soul with vain a - larm;
nor let your fool - ish heart re bel;
nor think tinl death to lay it down;
T o
0 ; I - f I
S : 2—F=—¢ 2 | =
Lo 1. T 11 ! I I 1 I
O] T I I —
7 4 L — I ; e — »- P S i f
= 1 > [) I i
7 F o | * | 2
for - sake the past, and come this day,
his strength shall bear your spir - it up,
for you the Lord en - dured the cross
for those who hum - bly bear the cross
T
W—; % - e |
e H F 2 !
T T
0 1 . | \
™ AN . 2 ™ I ' ' | N I ' n Il |
sk EE— e | | i
1 I | (.| i |
o & == = P = o <=
and hum - bly fol - low af - ter me.”
sus - tain your heart, and nerve your arm.
to save your soul from death and hell.
one day  will wear the glo - rious crown.
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*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.



We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with the gifts we have offered. With
them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to
the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of
him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world,
and all in need.

A brief silence.

Revealing God, you have made yourself known through bread and wine, water
and word. Continue to nurture your church, that it is a place where your
presence is experienced and shared. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. Bring new creation
to lands devastated by tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, and other disasters
(recent destructive events may be named here). Restore forests and curb
overflowing waters. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and safety. Provide for all
who are in danger. Strengthen first responders to help meet to the complex
needs of others. Provide care and compassion as they face trauma
themselves. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Transforming God, you announce release to the captives and freedom to the
oppressed. Break chains of discrimination and injustice. Amplify voices that go
unheard and inspire us to advocate for the those who are overlooked. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Forming God, you gather this community together. Shape our communal
life, that in our prayer, praise, and worship, we honor you and encourage
one another. Keep our disagreements civil and increase our joy in
working together. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of life.
We give you thanks for the saints who now rest in your embrace
(especially). Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. Inthe name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Sending Song: Lead On, O Eternal King! ELW 805
(next page)

*Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Hope Eternal Edward Broughton



Lead On, O King Eternal!
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1 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal! The day of march has come;
2 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal, till sin’s fierce war shall cease,
3 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal: we fol - low, not with fears,
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hence-forth in fields of con - quest your tents will be our home.
and ho - 1li - ness shall whis - per the sweet a - men of peace;
for glad-ness breaks like morn - ing wher - e’er your face ap - pears.
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Through days of prep - a - ra - tion your grace has made us strong:
for not with swords loud clash - ing, nor roll of stir-ring drums,
Your cross is lift - cd o’cer us; wce jour-ncy in its  light;
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but deeds of love and mer - cy the heav’'n-ly king - dom comes.
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b ,J i ! 4
- = I I
I — &
" " - - T

Text: Erncst W. Shurtleff, 1862-1917
Music: LANCASIIIRE, ITenry T. Smart, 1813—-1879



Our Prayer List:
Pastor Scott Carol Weaver  Shirley Manbeck Bill Wilt  Donna Foster
Tim Surkovich Dana Detwiler

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Inglenook Sr. Apts.

Robert Civils Sylvia Malsatzki
Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck

Worship Guidelines (=

The council decided to follow the new CDC
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people,
wearing masks is optional.

Church CHURCH COUNCIL
Co

'l MEETING TUESDAY
September 14th 6 PM

COVID Guidelines will
be in effect!




CHURCH

UNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman
Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.****



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

Tmpotard Dat
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Sunday September 19, 3pm — Installation of Allegheny Synod
Bishop Paula Schmitt

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton will join us to install our new
Bishop on Sunday Sept. 19™. The service is being held at First
Lutheran Church in Altoona. The color for the day is red. We will be
livestreaming the service and there will be a reception following
hosted by our partners at Allegheny Lutheran Social Ministries.

===
SIGHT SOUND

Bethany Lutheran is doing a Sight & Sound Trip, planned
and organized with St. Luke's in Roaring Spring on
September 25th. Sight and Sound will be performing
Queen Esther. The people of St. James are invited. The
cost per person is $195 and will include your ticket,
transportation to Sight & Sound, and a meal. Payment
details will be through Bethany's office. More details will
be available at a later date.




St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835
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