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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church

August 29, 2021
Fourteenth Sunday
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after Pentecost
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Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM
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We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.
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Pastor: REVS. ScoTT & CAROL CUSTEAD

PuLPIT SuPPLY: MARK HOOVER

Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: How Firm A Foundation arr. Robert A. Hobby
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of Alimighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the
power to become children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun ELW 557
NEXT PAGE



Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun
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1 A - wake, my soul, and with  the sun thy
2 Al praise  to thee, who safe hast kept and
3 Lord, I my  VOws to thee re - new. Dis -
4 D - rect, con - trol, sug - gest, this day, all
5 Praise God, from whom all bless - ings flow; praise
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dai - ly stage of du - ty run; shake off dull sloth, and
hast re - freshed me while I slept. Grant, Lord, when I from
perse my  sins as morn - ing dew; guard my first springs of
I de - sign  or do or say, that all my pow’rs, with
God, all crea - tures here be - low; praise God a - bove, ye
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joy - ful rise to pay thy morn - ing sac - 1 - fice.
death shall wake, |1 may of end - less light par - take.
thought and will; and  with thy - self my spir - it fill.
all their might, in thy sole glo - 71y may u - nite.
heav’'n - ly  host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711, alt.
Music: MORNING HYMN, Francois H. Barthélémon, 1741-1808

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward crea-
tures. Protect us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and
cleanse us from all evil that arises from within ourselves, that we may be
preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9
A reading from Deuteronomy.

'So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that | am teaching
you to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the
LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. “You must neither add anything
to what | command you nor take away anything from it, but keep the
commandments of the LORD your God with which | am charging you.

®You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and
discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say,
“Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” ‘For what other great
nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is whenever we call to him?
And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire
law that | am setting before you today?

’But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the
things that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days
of your life; make them known to your children and your children’s children.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 15

'LorD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?

“Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;

“they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who
fear the LORD.

They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their
word.

°They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes
against the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.



Second Reading: James 1:17-27
A reading from James.

""Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or
shadow due to change. "“In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth
by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his
creatures.

“You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to
listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; “for your anger does not produce
God’s righteousness. “'Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and
rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted
word that has the power to save your souls.

“’But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive
themselves. “’For if any are hearers of the word and not doers, they are
like those who look at themselves in a mirror; ““for they look at them-
selves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. “°But
those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere,
being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in
their doing.

“°If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but
deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. “’Religion that is pure and
undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows
in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al - le - lu 1a.
*GOSPEL.: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
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'Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from
Jerusalem gathered around [Jesus], “they noticed that some of his
disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them.
*(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly
wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; “and they do
not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also
many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and
bronze kettles.)

°So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not
live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?”
°He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is
written,

‘This people honors me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me;
’in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
*You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”

"“Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of
you, and understand: '“there is nothing outside a person that by going in
can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.”

“'For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come:
fornication, theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit,
licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. “All these evil things come
from within, and they defile a person.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.



We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with the gifts we have offered. With
them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to
the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of
him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world,
and all in need.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church, that it is a safe haven for all who seek your presence.
Fill it with pastors, deacons, and leaders who echo your expansive and
generous welcome. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the whole of creation, that plants and animals have the habitat and
resources to thrive and flourish. Inspire us to protect threatened habitats and
ensure a sustainable future for generations to come. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for individuals in positions of authority (national and local leaders may
be named). Raise up wise and discerning leaders in federal, state, and local
governments and guide them to seek the benefit of every person. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for all who are in need. Support and encourage those who are
unemployed, underemployed, or experiencing poverty. Bring food, shelter,
clothes, and stability for daily life. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



We pray for this congregation, especially those beginning a new school
year (students, teachers, or others may be named here). Empower
teachers and school administrators. Guide students in their learning and
development. Accompany parents, foster parents, and caregivers who
provide encouragement and love. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for the faithful departed who showed us how to honor
God with our heart. Inspire us by their example and renew our faith,
trusting that we will be united with them in glory. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. Inthe name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Sending Song: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise ELW 834
(next page)

*Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Lord Of Light arr. Mark Sedio



Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824—1908, alt.
Music: ST. DENIO, Welsh traditional; arr. John Roberts, 1807—1876

_Q_ﬁ T T f — : ! ! } !
g—F—2 | =
) - TL - r & o -
1 Im mor - tal, in - wvis - 1 - |Dble, God on - ly wise,
2 Un rest - ing, un - hast - ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou giv - est, to both great and small;
4 Thou reign - est in glo - ry; thou dwell - est in light;
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in light in - ac - c¢ces - si - ble hid from our cyes,
nor want - ing, nor wast - ing, thou rul - est in might;
in all life thou liv - est, the true life of all;
thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing their sight;
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most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
thy jus - tice like moun-tains high soar - ing a - Dbove
we blos - som and flour - ish like leaves on the tree,
all laud we would ren - der; oh, help us to see
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al - might - ¥, vic - to - rious, thy great name we praise!
thy clouds which are foun-tains of good - ness and love.
and with - er and per - ish, but naught chang -eth thee.
“tis on - ly the splen - dor of light hid - eth thee!
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Our Prayer List:
Pastor Scott Carol Weaver  Shirley Manbeck Bill Wilt  Donna Foster
Tim Surkovich Dana Detwiler

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Inglenook Sr. Apts.

Robert Civils Sylvia Malsatzki
Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes: -
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck

Worship Guidelines

The council decided to follow the new CDC
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing
masks is optional.




CHURCH

UNCEMENTS

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman
Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.****
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Sunday September 19, 3pm — Installation of Allegheny Synod
Bishop Paula Schmitt

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton will join us to install our new
Bishop on Sunday Sept. 19™. The service is being held at First
Lutheran Church in Altoona. The color for the day is red. We will be
livestreaming the service and there will be a reception following
hosted by our partners at Allegheny Lutheran Social Ministries.

===
SIGHT SOUND

Bethany Lutheran is doing a Sight & Sound Trip, planned
and organized with St. Luke's in Roaring Spring on
September 25th. Sight and Sound will be performing
Queen Esther. The people of St. James are invited. The
cost per person is $195 and will include your ticket,
transportation to Sight & Sound, and a meal. Payment
details will be through Bethany's office. More details will
be available at a later date.




St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Cluvich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835
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God’s work. Our hands.



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
HTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

