
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

August 8, 2021 

Eleventh Sunday after  

Pentecost 
 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

Pastor: REVS. SCOTT & CAROL CUSTEAD 
PULPIT SUPPLY:  MARK HOOVER 
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

ALL LITURGY AND MUSIC RIGHTS RESERVED 
REPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE #31114 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:  Variations On "Hyfrydol"    arr Gerald Krapt   
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the 
power to become children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

We Gather 
   

 

*GATHERING SONG:      Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer  ELW  618 
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 *GREETING:  

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Gracious God, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the 
true bread that gives life to the world. Give us this bread always, that he 
may live in us and we in him, and that, strengthened by this food, we may 
live as his body in the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 

 

We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:        1 Kings 19:4-8 
 

A reading from 1 Kings. 
 
4
[Elijah] went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down     

under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, 
O LORD, take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.”

5
Then he lay 

down under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him 
and said to him, “Get up and eat.” 

6
He looked, and there at his head was a 

cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down 
again. 

7
The angel of the LORD came a second time, touched him, and said, 

“Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will be too much for you.” 
8
He got up, 

and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty 
nights to Horeb the mount of God. 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM           34:1-8  
 

     1
I will bless the LORD at all times; the praise of God shall ever be in my 

    mouth. 
 

 
2
I will glory in the LORD; let the lowly hear and rejoice. 

 

 
3
Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; let us exalt God’s name  

    together.  



   

         

4
I sought the LORD, who answered me and delivered me from all my 

    terrors. 
 

 
5
Look upon the LORD

 
and be radiant, and let not your faces be 

    ashamed. 
 

 
6
I called in my affliction, and the LORD heard me and saved me 

    from all my troubles. 
 
 

7
The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear the LORD and 

    delivers them. 
 

 
8
Taste and see that the LORD is good; happy are they who take  

    refuge in God! 
 
  

Solo:      Bob Hench 

Second Reading:     Ephesians 4:25-32--5:1-2  
 

A reading from Ephesians. 
 

25
So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our 

neighbors, for we are members of one another. 
26

Be angry but do not sin; 
do not let the sun go down on your anger, 

27
and do not make room for the 

devil. 
28

Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor and work  
honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the 
needy. 

29
Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful 

for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to 
those who hear. 

30
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which 

you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. 
31

Put away from 
you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander,        
together with all malice, 

32
and be kind to one another, tenderhearted,    

forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. 
5:1

Therefore be 
imitators of God, as beloved children, 

2
and live in love, as Christ loved us 

and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL:        John 6:35, 41-51  

The Holy Gospel according to John. 



35
Jesus said to [the crowd,] “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me 

will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
41

Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the 
bread that came down from heaven.” 

42
They were saying, “Is not this    

Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can 
he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” 

43
Jesus answered them, 

“Do not complain among yourselves. 
44

No one can come to me unless 
drawn by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the 
last day. 

45
It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by 

God.’ Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to 
me. 

46
Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from 

God; he has seen the Father. 
47

Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes 
has eternal life. 

48
I am the bread of life. 

49
Your ancestors ate the manna 

in the wilderness, and they died. 
50

This is the bread that comes down 
from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 

51
I am the living bread 

that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; 
and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:       O Living Bread from Heaven   ELW 542 
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*Creed             

  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

For the church of Christ in all its diverse forms. For mission developers, 
new mission starts, and all communities of faith exploring new models of 
ministry for the sake of the gospel. For congregations facing difficult     
decisions about their future. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
For the health and well-being of creation. For shade trees that provide 
refuge from the hot summer sun. For lakes, rivers, and oceans           
contaminated by pollution and all who lack clean water. God, in your  
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



For those called to positions of authority in our legal system, we pray. For   
judges, lawyers, law clerks, and court employees who ensure the fair           
administration of justice. For corrections officers and prison chaplains, that 
they would deal mercifully with those who are incarcerated. God, in your    
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
For all who cry out to you in their affliction. For exiles, refugees, and others 
who face long and difficult journeys, uncertain about the future. For all who 
mourn the death of a loved one. For all who are sick (especially). God, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
For this assembly gathered around your table, we pray. For those among us 
who bake bread and prepare the vessels for our communion celebration. For 
those who bring the food from this table to those who are homebound or    
hospitalized. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

For those who have been raised to eternal life, we give thanks. With (Dominic, 
name/s, and) all the saints we praise you for the bread of life that keeps us in 
your love forever. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of 
your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 



*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with the gifts we have offered. With  
 them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to 
 the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of 
 him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
 

C: Amen. 

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

We Offer Our Gifts 



 

We  Are Sent 
 

 
 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 
peace.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 

 
*Sending Song:        Go, My Children, with My Blessing     ELW 543 
(next page)              
 
 
*Dismissal           
         
                                                                    
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
Recessional: Recessional     George Blake  





Our Prayer List: 

Pastor Scott     Carol Weaver      Shirley Manbeck Bill Wilt     Donna Foster 

Tim Surkovich  Dana Detwiler 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 

Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Inglenook Sr. Apts. 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

       

  

Worship Guidelines 
 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional.  

CHURCH COUNCIL 

MEETING THIS  

TUESDAY   
 

August 10th  6 PM             
 

COVID Guidelines will 

be in effect! 



 

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,  
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastor Dave Bowman 

Phone: 814-696-0091 Cell: 814-330-8025 
 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT 
 

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE     
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND 

RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE   
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO     

PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.**** 

mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


 Saturday August 28, 2pm  - Farewell Liturgy for Bishop Rhyne 
We will have a service of Farewell and Godspeed at Evangelical   
Lutheran in Duncansville starting at 2 on Aug. 28

th
. Clergy are       

invited to vest and process. August 28 is the Commemoration of               
St. Augustine of Hippo so the color of the day is white. The people 
of Duncansville have graciously offered to host a reception after the 
service.  
   

Sunday September 19, 3pm – Installation of Allegheny Synod  
Bishop Paula Schmitt 
Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton will join us to install our new   
Bishop on Sunday Sept. 19

th
. The service is being held at First      

Lutheran Church in Altoona. The color for the day is red. We will be 
livestreaming the service and there will be a reception following 
hosted by our partners at Allegheny Lutheran Social Ministries. 

Bethany Lutheran is doing a Sight & Sound Trip, planned and  

organized with St. Luke's in Roaring Spring on September 25th. 

Sight and Sound will be performing Queen Esther. The people of 

St. James are invited. The cost per person is $195 and will        

include your ticket,  transportation to Sight & Sound, and a meal. 

Payment details will be through Bethany's office. More details 

will be available at a later date. 



A Gift for Bishop Rhyne 
 
Bishop Michael Rhyne has faithfully served our synod 

for the past six years, plus a difficult extended seventh 

year. As a gesture of our gratitude, the Transition Team 

would like to put together a parting monetary gift of    

appreciation from the people of this  synod. This gift will 

be presented to him in late August. 
 

Everyone is invited to contribute, if they would like to. 

Please  remember this gift is a surprise! 
  

All checks should be made payable to                    

“Bishop Gift Fund”  
 

Please do not send cash! 
 

Mail gifts by August 15 to:  
 

Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church 

P O Box 194 

Lanse, PA 16849 

 

Thank you,  

The Allegheny Synod Transition Team 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 

Altoona, PA  16602 
 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 

www.stjamesaltoona.org 
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