
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

June 13, 2021 

Third Sunday after 

Pentecost 

Church Picnic 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

Pastor: REVS. SCOTT & CAROL CUSTEAD  
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

ALL LITURGY AND MUSIC RIGHTS RESERVED 
REPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURGH FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE #31114 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Welcome and Announcements: 
 
Today we rejoice and give thanks for the arrival of summer.  We celebrate God’s 
glorious creation, we express gratitude for a season of accomplishments in 
school, work and home. We offer thanks to God for his gift of summer time so that 
we might enjoy vacations, time for special interests and rest. 
 
 

 

We Gather 
 

*GATHERING SONG:       Father Most Holy ELW 415 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
C: O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft 
 us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth 
 and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 Amen 

*GREETING: 
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 

*Hymn of Praise: LORD I LIFT YOUR NAME ON HIGH by Rick Founds 

 

Lord I lift your name on high.  Lord I love to sing your praises.  
 

I'm so glad you're in my life.  I'm so glad you came to save us.  
 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way, from the earth to the 
cross my debts to pay, 

 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky. 

 
Lord I lift your name on high. 



We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:        Ezekiel 17:22-24  
 

A reading from Ezekiel. 
 
22

Thus says the Lord GOD:  
 I myself will take a sprig 
  from the lofty top of a cedar; 
  I will set it out. 
 I will break off a tender one 
  from the topmost of its young twigs; 
 I myself will plant it 
  on a high and lofty mountain. 
 

23
On the mountain height of Israel 

  I will plant it, 
 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
  and become a noble cedar. 
 Under it every kind of bird will live; 
  in the shade of its branches will nest 
  winged creatures of every kind. 
 

24
All the trees of the field shall know 

  that I am the LORD. 
 I bring low the high tree, 
  I make high the low tree; 
 I dry up the green tree 
  and make the dry tree flourish. 
 I the LORD have spoken; 
  I will accomplish it. 
 
The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 



Psalm        92:1-4, 12-15 
   

 

1
It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praise to your name, 

O Most High; 
 
2
to herald your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night; 

 
3
on the psaltery, and on the lyre, and to the melody of the harp. 

 

4
For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; and I shout for  

 joy because of the works of your hands. 
 
 

12
The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, and shall spread abroad  

   like a cedar of Lebanon. 
 
 

13
Those who are planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in  

    the courts of our God; 
 
 

14
they shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be green and succulent; 

 
 

15
that they may show how upright the LORD is, my rock, in whom  

   there is no injustice.   
 
 
 
 



Second Reading:     2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17  
 

A reading from 2 Corinthians. 
 

 

 6
So we are always confident; even though we know that while we 

are at home in the body we are away from the Lord—
7
for we walk by 

faith, not by sight. 
8
Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be 

away from the body and at home with the Lord. 
9
So whether we are at 

home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 
10

For all of us must  
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive  
recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 
 
 

14
For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced 

that one has died for all; therefore all have died. 
15

And he died for all, so 
that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who 
died and was raised for them. 
 
  

16
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of 

view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we 
know him no longer in that way. 

17
So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 

creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become 
new! 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



26
[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 

ground,
27

and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and 
grow, he does not know how. 

28
The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then 

the head, then the full grain in the head. 
29

But when the grain is ripe, at once he 
goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 
  

30
He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what     

parable will we use for it? 
31

It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the 
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 

32
yet when it is sown it grows up 

and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that 
the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
  

33
With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to 

hear it; 
34

he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained           
everything in private to his disciples.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord    

Praise to You O Christ 

*GOSPEL:   Mark 4:26-34  
 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:   For the Beauty of the Earth          ELW 879 
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*SERMON 





*Sharing of the Peace          
 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
 

 
*Offertory Hymn: FATHER I ADORE YOU by Terrye Coelho 

 
Father I adore you. Lay my life before you.  How I love you. 

 
Jesus I adore you. Lay my life before you.  How I love you. 

 
Spirit I adore you. Lay my life before you.  How I love you. 

 
Three-in-one I adore you. Lay my life before you.  How I love you.  

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people         
according to their needs.  
 
(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who are in 
need.) 
….Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
(after final petition) 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your   

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



* The Offertory Prayer:  
 
P:  Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with the gifts we have offered. With  
 them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care  
 and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave 
 himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
C:  Amen. 
 

 

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



 

 

 
 
*Benediction and Blessing                                                                                         
 
P: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.   
C:  Amen. 

 

P:  (Grace is sung for our picnic lunch.) 

 To the tune of "Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow": 
 Be present at our table, Lord. Be here and everywhere adored. 
 These mercies bless and grant that we, 
 May strengthened for your service be. Amen. 
 

 
*Sending Song:         Beautiful Savior           ELW 838 
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Share your Lord and faith with another person this week. 
 
 





 

 
 

*Announcements* 
IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,  

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead 

Phone: 814-254-3072  Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net  or ccustead@atlanticbb.net  

 
 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

 
 

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT 

 
BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE     

SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND 
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE   

KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO     
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.**** 

mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:ccustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich      Carol Weaver Bill and Donna Wilt Shirley Manbeck 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 

Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Inglenook Sr. Apts. 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

       

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Worship Guidelines 

 

The council decided to follow the new CDC    
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing 

masks is optional.  



Happy Birthday 
Pastor Scott! 



Janet Kauffman’s Birthday is June 16th.  She’d 

love to hear from the congregation.  How about 

sending her a birthday card? 

 

Hollidaysburg Lutheran Home 

916 Hickory Street 

Attn: Janet Kauffman 

Hollidaysburg, PA  16648 
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