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Communion
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We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.
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Pastor: REVS. SCcOTT & CAROL CUSTEAD
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Simple Gifts arr Patricia Lou Harris
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: You Servants of God ELW 825
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707—1788, all.
Music: LYONS, attr. Johann Michael Haydn, 1737-1806

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Refrain
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who was slain, whose blood set us  free to be peo - ple of God.
Refrain
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and
defeat into victory. Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may
triumph over all evil in the strength of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Genesis 3:8-15

A reading from Genesis.

*[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the
time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.’But the LORD God
called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” ""He said, “l heard the
sound of you in the garden, and | was afraid, because | was naked; and | hid
myself.” ''He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from
the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?” "“The man said, “The woman
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and | ate.”
"“*Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?”
The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and | ate.” “The LORD God said to
the serpent,
“‘Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
"I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.”

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 130
'Out of the depths | cry to you, O LORD;

0 LORD, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of
my supplication.

°If you were to keep watch over sins, O LORD, who could stand?
“Yet with you is forgiveness, in order that you may be feared.
°| wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; in your word is my hope.

°My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for
the morning, more than those who keep watch for the morning.

O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love;
with the LORD there is plenteous redemption.

°For the LORD shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:13--5:1
A reading from 2 Corinthians

"“Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with
scripture—°“| believed, and so | spoke”™—we also believe, and so we
speak, '‘because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will
raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence.
"“Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more
and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.



'°So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting
away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. ''For this slight
momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond
all measure, '°because we look not at what can be seen but at what
cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be
seen is eternal.

*'For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a
building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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*GOSPEL.: Mark 3:20-35

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
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[Jesus went home;] “’and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus
and the disciples] could not even eat. “"When his family heard it, they
went out to restrain him, for people were saying, “He has gone out of his
mind.” “’And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has
Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” “And
he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan
cast out Satan? ““If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom
cannot stand. “°’And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not
be able to stand. “°’And if Satan has risen up against himself and is
divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. “’But no one can enter a
strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the
strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.

“*Truly | tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever
blasphemies they utter; “’but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit
can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin"—""for they had
said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

*'"Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they
sent to him and called him. **A crowd was sitting around him; and they
said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside,
asking for you.” *’And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?”
*And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother
and my brothers! *Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister
and mother.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Sermon




*Hymn of the Day:

Now We Join in Celebration

We Respond to the Word

Now We Join in Celebration

ELW 462
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Text: Joel W. Lundeen, 1918-1990
Music: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662
lext © Jocl W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any torm prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who are in

need.)
....Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

(after final petition)
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with the gifts we have offered. With
them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to
the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of
him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.



We Share the Feast

*Holy Communion
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ, who on this day overcame death and the grave, and
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so,
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world
you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish
but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have
prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our
hearts , that we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us
in his holy supper.

For it is our Lord Jesus, who in the night in which he was betrayed took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
Again, after the supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me”.

*The Lord’s Prayer
Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*Invitation to Communion

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you
once revealed yourself to your disciples.

Lamb of God
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sin  of the world; grant  us peace, grant us  peace.
SOLO: Organ Solo Pat McConnell

Communion Distribution

*Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

C: Amen



*Song after Communion: Thank the Lord LBW Pg 72
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*Prayer after Communion

P: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than
we could ever ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now
strengthen us to love the world with your own life. In your name we

pray.
C: Amen.
We Are Sent
*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Sending Song: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW 504
(next page)

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Festal March James Mansfield



A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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lext: Martin Luther, 1483—-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: TN FRSTR BURG, Martin Tuther
Toxt @ 1978 Lutherare Book of Worstip, admin. Augsburg Fortross.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*Announcements*

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead
Phone: 814-254-3072 Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net or ccustead@atlanticbb.net

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.****



mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:ccustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

THE CHURCH IS HERE

The Allegheny Synod Stewardship Table is providing a series called "The Church is
Here!" in which congregations and ministries around the Synod are encouraged to share
stories of how stewardship has made ministry possible during the pandemic. We will
regularly share these stories on the Synod Facebook page and via email to congregations
for sharing with their people.

Today's story is written by Lois Lynn. If you have a story you'd like to share, please
contact Pastor Becca Ehrlich, Interim DEM/Assistant to the Bishop at
becca.ehrlich@alleghenysynod.com.

The Church is here, in Brush Valley! As everyone knows, the COVID pandemic has
been a challenge to churches. One big question was how best to conduct weekly
worship. There are three churches in the Nittany Conference of the Allegheny Synod
that have met that challenge in a unique way — using the telephone, a device patented by
Alexander Graham Bell one hundred and forty five years ago. Since March 2020, the
Brush Valley Fusion of Faith, consisting of Christ United Church of Christ,
Madisonburg, St. Peter’s United Church of Christ, Rebersburg and St. Peters Lutheran
Church, Rebersburg have been worshiping using a conference call. The members of
these churches live in rural areas with limited internet and cell phone service. Some do
not even have long distance service.

Early in the pandemic, Pastor Julie Holm, the pastor of these churches, investigated how
best to provide Sunday worship to her members. She realized that one possibility was a
telephone ministry through FreeConferenceCall.com. Members would call a number
and enter an access code. At the beginning, there were about 10 congregants that
attended. As of May 2021, there were 22 listening on the phone. Rev. Holm combines
this ministry with a Facebook Live Stream, which brings in additional members, and
sends out candles and other worship-related items for members who are more

visual. She states that her church attendance has surpassed what it was pre-

pandemic. She plans on continuing this phone ministry after the pandemic for her
homebound members. She and her council have also applied for an Open Doors grant
through the ELCA to provide seed money for all three churches to have internet

access. None of them currently have it.

As COVID cases decrease, in-person worship will probably soon return for the churches
of the Brush Valley Fusion of Faith. For the past 15 months, however, Pastor Julie
Holm realized that her congregations, isolated from 21% century technology, needed to
hear the Gospel. The solution was to return to a 19" century invention. Alexander
Graham Bell would be happy. And to Pastor Holm we say, “Well done, good and
faithful servant.”
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Our Prayer List:
Tim Surkovich  Carol Weaver Bill and Donna Wilt  Shirley Manbeck

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Inglenook Sr. Apts.

Robert Civils Sylvia Malsatzki
Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck

Worship Guidelines

The council decided to follow the new CDC
guidelines, so for fully vaccinated people, wearing
masks is optional.




June 13, 2021
Highland Park, Pavilion #1

h“eh 11:00 AM Worship Service
12:00 PM Meal
hem“ **Masks will be optional for those

fully vaccinated™*

IGN UP SHEET

**Bring your own Paper Plates, and Utensils**
**Beverages will be provided**
**Hamburgers, Hot Dogs and Rolls will be provided**
**Please bring a Side Dish**

Name:

Plan to attend # Plan to bring

Name:

Plan to attend # Plan to bring

Name:

Plan to attend # Plan to bring

Name:

Plan to attend # Plan to bring

Name:

Plan to attend # Plan to bring

Name:

Plan to attend # Plan to bring
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God’s work. Our hands.



mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
HTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

