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we ask that

May 9, 2021
Sixth Sunday of Easter

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome
you please sign our guest book.

Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL

Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

Pastor: REVS. ScOoTT & CAROL CUSTEAD
REPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE #31114

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,

ALL LITURGY AND MusiICc RIGHTS RESERVED
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn

in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Prelude in Bb Peter Tschaikowsky
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Shine, Jesus, Shine ELW 671
NEXT PAGE



WITNESS

Shine, Jesus, Shine 671
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send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light!
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1 Lord, the light of your love is shin - ing, in the midst of the
2 As we gaze on your king - ly bright-ness, so our fac - es dis-
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set us free by the truth you now bring us.
mir - rored here, may our lives tell your sto - ry.
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Shine on me, shine on me:
Shine on me, shine on me:
Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950 SHINE, JESUS, SHINE
Music: Graham Kendrick 99 10 10 33 and refrain

Text and music © 1987 Make Way Music, admin. Music Services in the Western Hemisphere

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond
understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you
above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can
desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Acts 10:44-48
A reading from Acts.

““While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the
word. ““The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, ““for
they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said,
“’“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received
the Holy Spirit just as we have?” “°So he ordered them to be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 98

'Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, whose right
hand and holy arm have won the victory.

0 LORD, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your
righteousness in the sight of the nations.

*You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

“Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and
sing.

°Sing to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song.

*With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the
king, the LORD.



"Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell
therein.

®Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy
before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth.

The LorD will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with
equity.

Second Reading: 1 John 5:1-6

A reading from 1 John.

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God,
and everyone who loves the parent loves the child. “By this we know that
we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his
commandments. “For the love of God is this, that we obey his
commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, “for
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that
conquers the world, our faith. "Who is it that conquers the world but the
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

®This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with
the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one
that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
0 u . \ —
s = | I D —T—
4 72 o 7 R —" — —
\\av I ] ] - ] -
J ' I |
Al -1le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
04— — —
y 4 W — [—— i i | > | I ad = >
O e [ 4 e * " s —— o
o I T |

You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al - 1le - 1u - 1a.



*GOSPEL.: John 15:9-17
The Holy Gospel according to John.
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C] Glo - ry to youw O Lord

[Jesus said:] *“As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in

my love. '°If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just
as | have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. 'l have
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy
may be complete.

"““This is my commandment, that you love one another as | have loved
you. °No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends. '“You are my friends if you do what | command you. '°I do not
call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what
the master is doing; but | have called you friends, because | have made
known to you everything that | have heard from my Father. °You did not
choose me but | chose you. And | appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit
that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my
name. '’ am giving you these commands so that you may love one
another.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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C/ Praise to you O  Christ.

Sermon



We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day: Blest Be the Tie That Binds

Blest Be the Tie That Binds

ELW 656
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2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual woes, our mu - twal bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
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Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Music: DENNIS, Johann G. Nigeli, 1773-1836, adapt.
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*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who are in
need.)
....Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

(after final petition)
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts
*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with the gifts we have offered. With
them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to
the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of
him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Sending Song:  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee ELW 836
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Trumpet Tune In C Alice Jordan



Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee
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Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo -ry, Lord of love!

All  thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’n re - flect thy rays,
Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun a - bove.
stars and an - gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well -spring of the joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-"ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth - er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor -tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.
chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to 7re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy  di-vine!
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Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922

Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Becthoven, 1770—-1827, adapt.
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*Announcements®*

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead
Phone: 814-254-3072 Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net or ccustead@atlanticbb.net

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.****

“Happy

@~ Day


mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:ccustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org
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e UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE ALL EVENTS ARE CANCELLED OR
POSTPONED UNLESS THEY ARE LISTED IN THE BULLETIN!

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING TUESDAY May 18th 6 PM
COVID Guidelines will be in effect!

o AS WE GET NEW IMPORTANT INFORMATION MEMBERS WILL
BE EMAILED OR RECEIVE PHONE CALLS!

Sunday June 13
Highland Park
Pavilion 1
More Details
Coming Soon!

Our Prayer List:
Tim Surkovich Carol Weaver

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Inglenook Sr. Apts.
Robert Civils Sylvia Malsatzki

Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck




St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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God’s work. Our hands.
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