
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

May 2, 2021 

Fifth Sunday of    

Easter 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 
 

Communion 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

Pastor: REVS. SCOTT & CAROL CUSTEAD 
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

ALL LITURGY AND MUSIC RIGHTS RESERVED 
REPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE #31114 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:  Let Us Tongues and Talents Employ  arr Mark Sedio 
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:      Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughterr ELW  445   



 *GREETING:  

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 
C: And also with you.        



 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                          





*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we  
 cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear 
 the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

 

We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:        Acts 8:26-40  
 

A reading from Acts. 
 
26

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 

27
So 

he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had 
come to Jerusalem to worship 

28
and was returning home; seated in his chariot, 

he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 
29

Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to 
this chariot and join it.” 

30
So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the  

prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
31

He  
replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in 
and sit beside him. 

32
Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was 

this:  
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
   so he does not open his mouth. 
 

33
In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say 
this, about himself or about someone else?” 

35
Then Philip began to speak, and 

starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 
36

As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch 
said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” 

38
He 

commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 

39
When they came up out of the  



water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no 
more, and went on his way rejoicing. 

40
But Philip found himself at Azotus, 

and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news 
to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM           22:25-31   

          

         

25
From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform my 

     vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 
     26

The poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek the LORD 
      give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
 
   

27
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; all the 

      families of nations shall bow before God. 
 
    28

For dominion belongs to the LORD, who rules over the nations. 
 
    29

Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; all who 
      go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the 
      LORD. 
 
    30

Their descendants shall serve the LORD, whom they shall  
      proclaim to generations to come. 
 
    31

They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”   
 

 
 



Second Reading:      1 John 4:7-21   
 

A reading from 1 John. 
 

7
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone 

who loves is born of God and knows God. 
8
Whoever does not love does 

not know God, for God is love. 
9
God’s love was revealed among us in this 

way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through 
him. 

10
In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 

his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
11

Beloved, since God 
loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 

12
No one has ever 

seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is         
perfected in us. 

 

13
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has   

given us of his Spirit. 
14

And we have seen and do testify that the Father 
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 

15
God abides in those who 

confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 
16

So we 
have known and believe the love that God has for us.  
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides 
in them. 

17
Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have 

boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this 
world. 

18
There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear 

has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection 
in love. 

19
We love because he first loved us. 

20
Those who say, “I love 

God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not 
love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom 
they have not seen. 

21
The commandment we have from him is this: those 

who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL:          John 15:1-8  

The Holy Gospel according to John. 



[Jesus said:] 
1
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 

2
He 

removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears 
fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 

3
You have already been 

cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 
4
Abide in me as I abide 

in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 

5
I am the vine, you are the 

branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because 
apart from me you can do nothing. 

6
Whoever does not abide in me is 

thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire, and burned. 

7
If you abide in me, and my words abide 

in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
8
My Father 

is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 

 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:       Where Charity and Love Prevail      ELW 359 

Next Page 





*Creed             

  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people    
according to their needs.  
 
(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who are in 
need.) 
….Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
(after final petition) 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with the gifts we have offered. With  
 them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to 
 the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of 
 him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

C: Amen. 



We Share the Feast 
*Holy Communion  



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the 
glorious resurrection our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave 
himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising 
has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all 
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 



*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world  
you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish 
but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have      
prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our 
hearts , that we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us 
in his holy supper. 

For it is our Lord Jesus, who in the night in which he was betrayed took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take 
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Again, after the supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me”. 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you once  
revealed yourself to your disciples.  
 

SOLO:  Season of Promise  Bob Hench 
 

Communion Distribution 
 

*Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep  
you in his grace. 
C: Amen 

 

*Invitation to Communion 



*Song after Communion:       Thank the Lord  LBW Pg 72 



*Prayer after Communion 
 
P: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our 
 hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful   
 witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
C: Amen. 
 

 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 
peace.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 
 
*Sending Song:     Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing             ELW 389 
(next page) 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
Recessional: The King of Glory  Dorthy Wells 





 

 
 

*Announcements* 
IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,  

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead 

Phone: 814-254-3072  Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net  or ccustead@atlanticbb.net  

 
 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

 
 

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT 

 
BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE     

SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND 
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE   

KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO     
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.**** 

mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:ccustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org


 UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE ALL EVENTS ARE CANCELLED OR 
POSTPONED UNLESS THEY ARE LISTED IN THE BULLETIN! 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING TUESDAY  May 18th  6 PM            

COVID Guidelines will be in effect! 
 

 AS WE GET NEW  IMPORTANT INFORMATION MEMBERS WILL 
BE EMAILED OR RECEIVE PHONE CALLS! 

 
  

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich      Carol Weaver Evelyn Holsinger Bill Wilt 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 

Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Inglenook Sr. Apts. 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

       

  

Sunday June 13 

Highland Park 

Pavilion 1 

More Details  

Coming Soon! 
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