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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
April 11, 2021
Second Sunday of
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Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM
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We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.
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Pastor: REVS. ScOoTT & CAROL CUSTEAD
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Thine is the Glory G.F. Handel
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Jesus Christ Is Risen Today ELW 365
NEXT PAGE



Jesus Christ Is Risen Today
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1 Je - sus Christ is ris’n to - day, Al = le - Ju - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Al - le - Tu - ia!
3 But the pains which he cn - durcd, Al - 1c - Ju - ia!
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al - le - u - ia!
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our sal - va - tion
praise e - ter - nal

ho - ly day,
heav’n-ly king,
have pro -curcd;
as his love;
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Al = lc - Tu - ia!
Al - le - Tu - ia!
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who did once up - on the cross, Al = le - Tu - ial
who cn - durcd the cross and grave, Al - 1c - Iu - ia!
now a - bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - 1u - ia!l
praise him, all you heav'n-ly host, le ia!
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Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Zvra Davidica, 1708,

Music: EASTER HYMIN, J. Walsh, Lvra Davidica, 1708

*GREETING:
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sull - fer Lo re - deem our loss. Al - le - 1Iu - da!
sin. - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - lu - ia!
where the an - gels ev - er sing. Al - le - Iu - ia!
Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - 1y Ghost. Al - = le - lu - ia!
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alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707—1788, st. 4

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.

P4 #u. | - | [—— I N I -
ﬁ\' F P F F F Py | 1 I I E 4 I ] & F =
I « | [ = 1
ANIY.4 | I 1 I I & 1 1 1
J T T T ] g b T T

Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s
resurrection. By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show
the power of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Acts 4:32-35
A reading from Acts.

*’Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and
no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they
owned was held in common. *With great power the apostles gave their
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon
them all. **There was not a needy person among them, for as many as owned
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold. “They
laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 133

'How good and how pleasant it is, when kindred live together in unity!

“It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard,
upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his
robe.

“Itis like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion.
For there the LORD has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.



Second Reading: 1 John 1:1--2:2
A reading from John.

'We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard,
what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched
with our hands, concerning the word of life—*this life was revealed, and
we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that
was with the Father and was revealed to us—’we declare to you what we
have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and
truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. “We
are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

°This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. °If we say that we have
fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do
what is true; 'but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin. °If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. °If we confess our sins, he who is
faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. '’If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar,
and his word is not in us.

“"My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not
sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous; “and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not
for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
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You have the words of e - ter-nal Iife. Al -le -lu - 1a
*GOSPEL.: John 20:19-31

The Holy Gospel according to John.
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Glo - ry to you, (0 Lord.

"“When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” “’After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. “'Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.”
“When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. ’If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

“’But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not
with them when Jesus came. ““So the other disciples told him, “We have
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nails in
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his
side, | will not believe.”




“A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” “’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side.
Do not doubt but believe.” “*Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” “’Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to
believe.”

“*Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples,
which are not written in this book. *'But these are written so that you may
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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C Praise  to you, O  Christ.
Sermon

We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day: Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain ELW 363
NEXT PAGE



Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
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1 Come, you faith - ful, raise the strain of tri - um - phant glad - ness!
2 *Tis the spring of souls to - day: Christ has burst his pris - on,
3 Now the queen of sea-sons,bright with the day of splen - dor,
4 Nei - ther could the gates of death, nor the tomb’s dark por - tal,
5 Al - le - Iu - ia!l now we cry to our Lord im - mor - tal,
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God has brought forth Is - ra - el in - to joy from sad - ness,
and from three days’ sleep in death as a sun  has ris - en.
with the 1oy - al feast of feasts comes its  joy to ren - der;
nor the watch - ers, nor the seal, hold you as a mor - tal:
who tri - um - phant burst the bars of the tomb’s dark por - tal;
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loosed from Pha-raoh’s bit - ter yoke Ja - cob’s sons and daugh-ters;
All the win-ter of our sins, long and dark, 1s fly - ing
comes to glad Jer - u - sa - lem, who with true af - fec - tion
but to - day, a-mong your own, you ap - pear, be - stow - ing
Al - le - lu - i1a! with the Son God the Fa - ther prais - ing;
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led them with un-moist-ened foot through the Red Sea wa - ters.
from the Light to whom we give laud and praise un - dy - ing.
wel - comes in un - wea - ried strain Je - sus’ r1es - ur - rec - tion!
your deep peace, which ev - er-more pass - es hu - man know -ing.
Al - le - lu - ia! yet a - gain to the Spir - it rais - ing.

Text: John of Damascus, c. 696—c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.

Music: GAUDEAMUS PARITER, Johann Horn, 1490-1547




*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who are in
need.)
....Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

(after final petition)
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with the gifts we have offered. With
them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to
the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of
him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.



Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Sending Song:  Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ELW 367
NEXT PAGE

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

Recessional: Canticle of Victory Alice Jordan



Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds
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1 Now all the vault of heav’'n re - sounds
2 E - ter - mnal is the gift he brings,
3 Oh, nn us, Lord, with daunt - less love;
4 A - dor - ing prais - es now we bring
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in praisc of love that still a - bounds: “Christ has
there - fore our heart with rap - ture sings: “Christ has
set heart and will on things a - bove that we
and with the heav’'n-ly  Dbless - ed sing: “Christ has
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tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!” Sing, choirs of
tri - umphed! He is v - ing!” Now still he
con - quer through your tri - umph; grant grace suf
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an - gels, loud and clear! Re - peat their song of glo - ry
comes to give us life and by his pres-ence stills all
fi - cient for life’s day that by our lives we tru - ly
Fa - ther, and our Lord, to Spir - it  blest, most ho - ly
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here: “Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!”
strife. “Christ has tri - umphed! He is liv - ing!”
say: “Christ has tri - umphed! He s liv - ing!
God, all the glo - ry, nev - er end - ing!
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Al-le - lu - ia, al -le - lu - 1a, al -le - 1Iu - ia!

Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876—1947, alt.

Music: LASST UNS ERFREUEN, Geistliche Kirchengesiinge, Kéln, 1623
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Tuplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*Announcements®*

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead
Phone: 814-254-3072 Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net or ccustead@atlanticbb.net

The church office email is stiamesaltoona@amail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.
For corrections, please contact the church

office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.****

Our Prayer List:
Tim Surkovich ~ Carol Weaver Ralph Grove Evelyn Holsinger

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Inglenook Sr. Apts.

Robert Civils Sylvia Malsatzki | {\
Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes: K&,
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck


mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:ccustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
NTTPS://www.stjamesaltoona.org

« UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE ALL EVENTS ARE CANCELLED
OR POSTPONED! EVEN IF THEY ARE LISTED IN THE
BULLETIN OR ONLINE!

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING TUESDAY
APRIL 13 6 PM COVID Guidelines will be in effect!

« AS WE GET NEW IMPORTANT INFORMATION MEMBERS
WILL BE EMAILED OR RECEIVE PHONE CALLS!

Our Prayer List:
Tim Surkovich ~ Carol Weaver Ralph Grove Evelyn Holsinger

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Inglenook Sr. Apts.
Robert Civils Sylvia Malsatzki

Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Chuich

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stiamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stiamesaltoona.org
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