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Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  

and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your voice to 
ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or prayer write it on 
the prayer card in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. Before 

you leave us today, we ask that you  
please sign our guest book.  

 
We celebrate the Lord’s supper and invite all baptized  

Christians to share in this Holy Feast. 

Palm & Passion 

Sunday  

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 



 

 

St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus 

Christ through Word and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Prelude:  All Glory, Laud and Honor  J. Rinker 
                          
                            

Blessing of the Palms 
 

P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
R: Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 11:1-11  
 
1
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 

Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
2
saying to them, “Go into the  

village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a 
colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 

3
If anyone says anything to 

you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them             
immediately.” 

4
This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the 

prophet, saying, 
 

5
“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble,  

     and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 

7
they brought the 

donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 
8
A 

very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 
from the trees and spread them on the road. 

9
The crowds that went ahead 

of him and that followed were shouting,  
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who 
is this?” 

11
The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from      

Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord 



 
P: The Lord be with you. 
R: And also with you. 
P: Let us pray. 
 
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed 
Messiah and king by those who spread garments and branches along his 
way.  Bless these branches and those who carry them.  Grant us grace to 
follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to his death and 
resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and    
forever.  Amen. 

*GATHERING SONG:       All Glory, Laud and Honor ELW 344 
Next Page 





P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
R: Hosanna in the highest. 

KYRIE Spoken: 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord 
Lord, have mercy 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, 
And for the unity of all, let us pray to the pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise. 
Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen, amen. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P: As we now contemplate of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, 
burial, and resurrection, let us pray. 

 
ALL: O God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the passion of 
your Son you offer your infinite life to the world. Gather us around 
the cross of Christ, and preserve us until the resurrection, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  



 

We Listen to the Word 
 
First Reading:   Isaiah 50:4-9a  

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

4
The Lord GOD has given me 

 the tongue of a teacher,  
 that I may know how to sustain 
 the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens —  
 wakens my ear 
 to listen as those who are taught. 
  

5
The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

 and I was not rebellious, 
 I did not turn backward. 
  

6
I gave my back to those who struck me, 

 and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
 from insult and spitting. 
  

7
The Lord GOD helps me; 

 therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
 and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  

8
he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? 
 Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
 Let them confront me. 
  

9
It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

 who will declare me guilty? 
 

 The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 31:9-16  
 

9
Have mercy on me, O LORD, for am in trouble; my eye is consumed with  

sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
 

10
For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; my 

strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 
 

11
I am the scorn of my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to 

my  
acquaintances; when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
 

12
Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; I am as useless as a     

broken pot.    
 
 

13
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; they put 

their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
 

14
But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. I have said, "You are 

my God. 
 

15
My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and 

from those who persecute me. 
 

16
Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast 

love."    
 
Second Reading:        Philippians 2:5-11 
 A reading from Philippians. 
. 
5
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

  
6
who, though he was in the form of God, 

 did not regard equality with God 
 as something to be exploited, 
  

7
but emptied himself, 

 taking the form of a slave, 
 being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 



  
8
he humbled himself 

 and became obedient to the point of death —  
 even death on a cross. 
  

9
Therefore God also highly exalted him 

 and gave him the name 
 that is above every name, 
  

10
so that at the name of Jesus 

 every knee should bend, 
 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
  

11
and every tongue should confess 

 that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
 to the glory of God the Father. 
 

 The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in 

steadfast love. 

*GOSPEL:                  Mark 15:1-47   
The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
15:1

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with 
the elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him 
away, and handed him over to Pilate. 

2
Pilate asked him, “Are you the King 

of the Jews?” He answered him, “You say so.” 
3
Then the chief priests    

accused him of many things. 
4
Pilate asked him again, “Have you no      

answer? See how many charges they bring against you.” 
5
But Jesus 

made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 



 
6
Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for 

whom they asked. 
7
Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the  

rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. 
8
So the crowd 

came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. 
9
Then he answered them, “Do you want me to release for you the King of 

the Jews?” 
10

For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief 
priests had handed him over. 

11
But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to 

have him release Barabbas for them instead. 
12

Pilate spoke to them 
again, “Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of 
the Jews?” 

13
They shouted back, “Crucify him!” 

14
Pilate asked them, 

“Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Crucify 
him!” 

15
So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for 

them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 
16

Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the 
governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. 
17

And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns 
into a crown, they put it on him. 

18
And they began saluting him, “Hail, King 

of the Jews!” 
19

They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt 
down in homage to him. 

20
After mocking him, they stripped him of the  

purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to  
crucify him. 
21

They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to 
carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and 
Rufus. 

22
Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which 

means the place of a skull). 
23

And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; 
but he did not take it. 

24
And they crucified him, and divided his clothes 

among them, casting lots to decide what each should take.  
  

25
It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. 

26
The     

inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 
27

And 
with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. 
29

Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, 
“Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, 

30
save 

yourself, and come down from the cross!” 
31

In the same way the chief  



priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among          
themselves and saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. 

32
Let 

the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that 
we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also    
taunted him. 
  

33
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in 

the afternoon. 
34

At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, 
Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken me?” 

35
When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, 

“Listen, he is calling for Elijah.” 
36

And someone ran, filled a sponge with 
sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let 
us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 

37
Then Jesus gave a 

loud cry and breathed his last. 
38

And the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom. 

39
Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, 

saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was 
God’s Son!” 
  

40
There were also women looking on from a distance; among them 

were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and 
of Joses, and Salome. 

41
These used to follow him and provided for him 

when he was in Galilee; and there were many other women who had 
come up with him to Jerusalem. 
42

When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that 
is, the day before the sabbath, 

43
Joseph of Arimathea, a respected  

member of the council, who was also himself waiting expectantly for the 
kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 
44

Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the 
centurion, he asked him whether he had been dead for some time. 
45

When he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the 
body to Joseph. 

46
Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the 

body, wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been 
hewn out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. 
47

Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the body 
was laid.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

Sermon 

Praise to you, O Christ. 



 *Creed             
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with the gifts we have offered. With  
 them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the 
 care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who 
 gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

A:  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people    
according to their needs.  
 
(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who are in 
need.) 
….Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
(after final petition) 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
 

We Offer Our Gifts 



We Share the Feast 
 

* Holy Communion 
 
The Lord be with you And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, whose suffering and death gave 
salvation to all. You gather your people around the tree of the cross, 
transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
 
 

 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord. Lord God of power and might. 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world  
you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not    
perish but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you 
have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into 
our hearts , that we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes 
to us in his holy supper. 



For it is our Lord Jesus, who in the night in which he was betrayed took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after 
the supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me”. 

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

*Invitation to Communion 
 

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you once  
revealed yourself to your disciples.  

SOLO: Lift Up Your Voice    Bob Hench 
 
*Distribution of Communion 



*Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen 

*Prayer after Communion 
 

P: God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one 
 body for the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, 
 that our lives bear witness to the love that has made us new in    
 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
 
 

C: Amen. 
 
 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 
peace.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
*Sending Song:        My Song is Love Unknown   LBW 94 
(next page) 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
      
*Postlude: Finale in C Minor  





 

*Announcements* 
IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,  

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead 

Phone: 814-254-3072  Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net  or ccustead@atlanticbb.net  

 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

 
 
 

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT 

 
BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 
 
 

 
****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE     

SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND 
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE   

KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO     
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.**** 

 
 

 

mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:ccustead@atlanticbb.net


 
MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE     Cancelled 
GOOD FRIDAY  SERVICE      Cancelled 
EASTER SUNDAY       APR 4TH 

 
 

 

 UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE ALL EVENTS ARE CANCELLED 
OR POSTPONED!  EVEN IF THEY ARE LISTED IN THE  
BULLETIN OR ONLINE! 

 

 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING TUESDAY APRIL 13 

6 PM IN THE SOCIAL HALL  COVID Guidelines will be 

in effect! 
 

 AS WE GET NEW INFORMATION MEMBERS WILL BE 
EMAILED OR RECEIVE PHONE CALLS! 

  

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich      Carol Weaver 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 

Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Inglenook Sr. Apts. 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    
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