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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church

March 14, 2021
Fourth Sunday in Lent
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Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM
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We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.
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Pastor: REvVS. ScoTT & CAROL CUSTEAD
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Jesus, Lover of my Soul arr. Flor Peters
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Give to Our Immortal Praise! ELW 848



Give to Our God Immortal Praise!

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674—1748
Music: DUKE STREET, attr. John Hatton, d. 1793

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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KYRIE Spoken:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord

Lord, have mercy

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
God,

And for the unity of all, let us pray to the pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise.
Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen, amen.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you
lifted up this fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of
death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen



We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9
A reading from Numbers.

“From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go
around the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. “The
people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up
out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we
detest this miserable food.” °“Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among
the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. "The people
came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and
against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses
prayed for the people. “And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous
serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and
live.” “So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and
whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of
bronze and live.

The Word of the Lord.
"Thanks be to God.

PSALM 107:1-3, 17-22
'Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures
forever.

’Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim that God redeemed them from the
hand of the foe,

“gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the
north and from the south.

'""Some were fools and took rebellious paths; through their sins they were
afflicted.

"“They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door.



"“Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD and you delivered them
from their distress.

“You sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the
grave.

“'Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love and your
wonderful works for all people.

“’Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts
of joy.

Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10
A reading from Ephesians.

"You were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived,
following the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air,
the spirit that is now at work among those who are disobedient. “All of us
once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of
flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone
else. “But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he
loved us “even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—"and raised us up
with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 'so
that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. °For by grace you have been
saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—
“not the result of works, so that no one may boast. '’For we are what he
has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand to be our way of life.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation

Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in
steadfast love.

*GOSPEL.: John 3:14-21
The Holy Gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] "*“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, '°that whoever believes in him may
have eternal life.

"®“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
""Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the

world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 'Those
who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are
condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the
only Son of God. '“And this is the judgment, that the light has come into
the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their
deeds were evil. “’For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to
the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. “'But those who do
what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their
deeds have been done in God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who
are in need.)
....Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

(after final petition)
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in

your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. Inthe name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Sending Song: Lord of Light ELW 688
(next page)

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

*Postlude: Marcia Religiousa J. Rheinberger



Lord of Light

Text: ITowell .
Music: ABBOT”

ewis, 18601953 alt.
LLEIGH, Cyril V. "laylor, 1907-1991

Text © Union of Welsh Independens.
Music @ 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, T, 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without pernission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*Announcements*

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead
Phone: 814-254-3072 Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net or ccustead@atlanticbb.net

The church office email is stjiamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.****



mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:ccustead@atlanticbb.net
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Worship is will resume on Palm Sunday
March 28th.
COVID Guidelines will be in effect!

Also all other activities and events are
cancelled until further notice including
Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday Services.

Our Prayer List:
Tim Surkovich Carol Weaver Ralph Grove

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Inglenook Sr. Apts.
Robert Civils Sylvia Malsatzki

Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck




OTHERS WEAR A
FACE COVERING
TO PROTECT YOU.

PLEASE
WEAR YOUR
FACE COVERING
TO PROTECT
OTHERS.
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St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

314-944-6835

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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