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Epiphany of our Lord
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Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM
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We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.
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Pastor: REvVS. ScoTT & CAROL CUSTEAD
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Good Christian Men, Rejoice arr. G. Young
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: As with Gladness Men of Old ELW 302



As with Gladness Men of Old
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1 As with glad -ness men of old did the guid-ing star be - hold;
2 As with joy - ful steps they sped, Sav-ior, to thy low -ly bed,
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at thy cra-dle, rude and bare,
4 Ho-ly Je - sus, ev-'ry day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heav’n-ly coun-try bright need they no cre - a - ted light;
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as with joy they hailed its light, lead-ing on - ward, beam-ing bright;
there to bend the knee be - fore thee, whom heav’nand earth a - dore;
N¢) may we with ho - ly joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,
and when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran - somed souls at last
thou its light, its  joy, its crown, thou its sun which goes not down;
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SO, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er - more be led by thee.
SO may we with will - ing feet ev - er seek thy mer - cy seat.
all our cost-liest trea - sures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’n-ly Kking.
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.
there for - ev - er may we sing al - le - lu - ias to our Kking.
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786—1872

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



KYRIE Spoken:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord

Lord, have mercy

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
God,

And for the unity of all, let us pray to the pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise.
Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen, amen.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by
the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence
in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory,
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6

A reading from Isaiah.

'Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen
upon you. “For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the
peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over
you. “Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your
dawn. “Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together,



they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. “Then you shall see
and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the
sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. °A
multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all
those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and
shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 72:1-7,10-14

'Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son;
“that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice;

“that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the hills, in
righteousness.

“Let him defend the needy among the people, rescue the poor, and
crush the oppressor.

°May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to
another.

°Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that
water the earth.

"In his time may the righteous flourish; and let there be an abundance of
peace till the moon shall be no more.

'“May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles pay tribute, and the kings
of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.

""May all kings bow down before him, and all the nations do him service.

'“For the king delivers the poor who cry out in distress, the oppressed,
and those who have no helper.

""He has compassion on the lowly and poor, and preserves the lives of the
needy.

"“From oppression and violence he redeems their lives, and precious is
their blood in his sight.



Second Reading: Ephesians 3:1-12

A reading from Ephesians.

'This is the reason that | Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the
sake of you Gentiles—"for surely you have already heard of the
commission of God’s grace that was given me for you, “and how the
mystery was made known to me by revelation, as | wrote above in a few
words, “a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding
of the mystery of Christ. °In former generations this mystery was not
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit: “that is, the Gentiles have become
fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in
Christ Jesus through the gospel.

"Of this gospel | have become a servant according to the gift of God’s
grace that was given me by the working of his power. °Although | am the
very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the
Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, “and to make
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God
who created all things; '’so that through the church the wisdom of God
in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities
in the heavenly places. ''This was in accordance with the eternal
purpose that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, '“in whom we
have access to God in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.



*GOSPEL.: Matthew 2:1-12
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

"In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, “asking, “Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” “When King Herod heard this,
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; “and calling together all
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it
has been written by the prophet:

®/And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.

"Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them
the exact time when the star had appeared. “Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you
have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him
homage.” “When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead
of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over
the place where the child was. '“When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. ''On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. “And having been warned in a dream not
to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



*Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who are in
need.)
....Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

(after final petition)
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with the gifts we have offered. With
them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the
care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

A: Amen.



We Share the Feast

* Holy Communion

The Lord be with you And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was
shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him
your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed
your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy

Holy, holy, holy Lord. Lord God of power and might.
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

*Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world
you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not
perish but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you
have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit
into our hearts , that we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he
comes to us in his holy supper.



For it is our Lord Jesus, who in the night in which he was betrayed took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after
the supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me”.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you once
revealed yourself to your disciples.

SOLO:

*Distribution of Communion



*Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen

*Prayer after Communion

P: Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us,
and we rejoice. In this bread and cup you give us life forever. In
your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the
world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C: Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. Inthe name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Sending Song: The First Noel ELW 300
(next page)

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

*Postlude: Hear, King of Angels Bach/Whitford
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: English traditional

TIIE INMTRST NOWELELL., English traditional; arr. John Stainer, 1 840—1901



*Announcements*

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead
Phone: 814-254-3072 Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net or ccustead@atlanticbb.net

The church office email is stjiamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.****
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Worship is cancelled until further notice
due to the continuing coronavirus
pandemic.

Also all other activities and events are
cancelled until further notice.

Our Prayer List:
Tim Surkovich Carol Weaver Edith Trinks Mike Savino

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood
Robert Civils Sylvia Malsatzki
Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck

John Wiederkehr
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