
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

February 7, 2021 

5th Sunday after Epiphany 

Communion 
 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

Pastor: REVS. SCOTT & CAROL CUSTEAD 
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

ALL LITURGY AND MUSIC RIGHTS RESERVED 
REPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE #31114 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:                    Salutatio Angelica   arr. Philip Kreckel  

(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:        Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling ELW 582 



 *GREETING:  

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 
C: And also with you.        



KYRIE Spoken: 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord 
Lord, have mercy 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God, 
And for the unity of all, let us pray to the pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise. 
Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen, amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to 
the faint. Make us agents of your healing and wholeness, that your 
good news may be made known to the ends of your creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

We Listen to the Word 
 

 
 

First Reading:       Isaiah 40:21-31  
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 
21

Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you 
from the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the 
earth? 

22
It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants 

are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and 
spreads them like a tent to live in; 

23
who brings princes to naught,  



and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 
24

Scarcely are they planted, 
scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, when he blows 
upon them, and they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 

25
To 

whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 
26

Lift 
up your eyes on high and see Who created these? He who brings out their host 
and numbers them, calling them all by name; because he is great in strength, 
mighty in power, not one is missing. 

27
Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, 

O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my 
God”? 

28
Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the  

everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow 
weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 

29
He gives power to the faint, and 

strengthens the powerless. 
30

Even youths will faint and be weary, and the 
young will fall exhausted; 

31
but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their 

strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and not faint. 
  

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM          147:1-11, 20c  
 

 

 

1
Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises to our God! How pleasant it is to 

honor God with praise! 
 
2
The LORD rebuilds Jerusalem, and gathers the exiles of Israel. 

 
3
The LORD heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. 

 
4
The LORD counts the number of the stars and calls them all by their 

names. 
 
5
Great is our LORD and mighty in power; there is no limit to God’s wisdom. 

 
6
The LORD lifts up the lowly, but casts the wicked to the ground. 

 
7
Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make music upon the harp to our God, 

 
 



Second Reading:     1 Corinthians 9:16-23   
 

A reading from Corinthians. 
 
16

If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an 
obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 
17

For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, 
I am entrusted with a commission. 

18
What then is my reward? Just this: 

that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as not 
to make full use of my rights in the gospel. 
  

19
For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave 

to all, so that I might win more of them. 
20

To the Jews I became as a 
Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one    
under the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win 
those under the law. 

21
To those outside the law I became as one       

outside the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under 
Christ’s law) so that I might win those outside the law. 

22
To the weak I 

became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have become all things to 
all people, that I might by all means save some. 

23
I do it all for the sake 

of the gospel, so that I may share in its blessings.  

 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

8
who covers the heavens with clouds and prepares rain for the earth, 

making grass to grow upon the mountains. 
 
9
God provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they cry. 

 
10

God is not impressed by the might of a horse, and has no pleasure 
in the speed of a runner, 
 
11

but finds pleasure in those who fear the LORD, 
  in those who await God’s steadfast love. 

20c
 Hallelujah!  



29
As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered 

the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 
30

Now Simon’s 
mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at 
once. 

31
He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the   

fever left her, and she began to serve them. 
  

32
That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or  

possessed with demons. 
33

And the whole city was gathered around the 
door. 

34
And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast 

out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, be-
cause they knew him. 
  

35
In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a 

deserted place, and there he prayed. 
36

And Simon and his companions 
hunted for him. 

37
When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is 

searching for you.” 
38

He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring 
towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I 
came out to do.” 

39
And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the    

message in their synagogues and casting out demons. 
 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

*GOSPEL:        Mark 1:29-39  

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 



*Creed             

  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with the gifts we have offered. With  
 them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the 
 care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who 
 gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

A:  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people    
according to their needs.  
 
(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who are in 
need.) 
….Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
(after final petition) 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
 

We Offer Our Gifts 



We Share the Feast 
 

* Holy Communion 
 
The Lord be with you And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was 
shown forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him 
your beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed 
your glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth 
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 

 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord. Lord God of power and might. 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen world 
you gave your only Son,  that all those who believe in him should not   
perish but have eternal life.  We give thanks to you for the salvation you 
have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy Spirit  
into our hearts , that we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he 
comes to us in his holy supper. 



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and in the 
miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the 
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn: 
Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

*Invitation to Communion 
 

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you once  
revealed yourself to your disciples.  

SOLO:  
 
*Distribution of Communion 



*Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen 

*Prayer after Communion 
 

P: Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are 
 strengthened for our journey. Send us forth from this banquet 
 nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim your good news and 
 serve others in your name. 
 
 
 

C: Amen. 
 
 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 
peace.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
*Sending Song:        Lord of Light   ELW 688   
(next page) 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
      
*Postlude:  God Is So Wonderful  Marshall/Colvin 





 

*Announcements* 
IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,  

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead 

Phone: 814-254-3072  Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net  or ccustead@atlanticbb.net  

 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

 
REMINDER AND IMPORTANT 

 
BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE     

SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND 
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE   

KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO     
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.**** 

 
 

 
 

mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:ccustead@atlanticbb.net


Worship is cancelled until further notice 

due to the continuing coronavirus  

pandemic.  

 

Also all other activities and events are  

cancelled until further notice.   

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich       Carol Weaver  Mike Savino 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 

Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    
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