
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

January 24, 2021 

3rd Sunday after      

Epiphany 
 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

Pastor: REVS. SCOTT & CAROL CUSTEAD 
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

ALL LITURGY AND MUSIC RIGHTS RESERVED 
REPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE #31114 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude 

(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:     O God of Light 

St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:             Toccata For Strings    G.M. Martin          
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 



 *GREETING:  

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 
C: And also with you.        

O God of Light 
 

1 O God of light, your word, a lamp unfailing, 

 shall pierce the darkness of our earthbound way 

 and show your grace, your plan for us unveiling, 

 and guide our footsteps to the perfect day. 
 

Refrain: Lead us from darkness, lead us from night.   

               Lord, let us follow you from sorrow into light! 
 

2 From days of old, through blind and willful ages, 

 though we rebelled, you gently sought again, 

 and spoke through saints, apostles, prophets, sages, 

 who wrote with eager or reluctant pen. 
 

Refrain 
 

3 Undimmed by time, those words are still revealing 

 to sinful hearts your justice and your grace; 

 and questing spirits, longing for your healing, 

 see your compassion in the Savior's face. 
 

Refrain 
 

4 To all the world your summons you are sending, 

 through all the earth, to ev'ry land and race, 

 that myriad tongues, in one great anthem blending, 

 may praise and celebrate your gift of grace. 
 

Refrain 
 
Text: Sarah E. Taylor, 1883-1954, alt. 

Text © 1952, ren. 1980 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. 

 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 



KYRIE Spoken: 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord 
Lord, have mercy 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God, 
And for the unity of all, let us pray to the pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise. 
Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen, amen. 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in 
your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of 
your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 
 

We Listen to the Word 
 
 

 

First Reading:       Jonah 3:1-5, 10  
 

A reading from Jonah. 
 

1
The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 

2
“Get up, 

go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell 
you.” 

3
So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of 

the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ 
walk across. 

4
Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And 

he cried out,  “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”  
5
And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and         

everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 



10
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God 

changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon 
them; and he did not do it.  
 

The Word of the Lord. 
”Thanks be to God. 

PSALM          62:5-12 
 

 

5
For God alone I wait in silence; truly, my hope is in God. 

 

6
God alone is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold, so that I shall 

never be shaken. 
 

7
In God is my deliverance and my honor; God is my strong rock and my  

refuge. 
 

8
Put your trust in God always, O people, pour out your hearts before 

the one who is our refuge. 
 

9
Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot 

be trusted. Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a 
breath. 
 

10
Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; though 

wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 
 

11
God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, that power belongs to God. 

 

12
Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, for you repay all according to 

their deeds.  

Second Reading:     1 Corinthians 7:29-31  
 

A reading from Corinthians. 
 

29
Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, 

let even those who have wives be as though they had none, 
30

and those 
who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who  rejoice as 
though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no 
possessions, 

31
and those who deal with the world as though they had no 

dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



14
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the 

good news of God, 
15

and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of 
God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
  

16
As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his 

brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 
17

And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 
18

And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 
19

As he went a 
little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who 
were in their boat mending the nets. 

20
Immediately he called them; and 

they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed 
him.  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

*GOSPEL:        Mark 1:14-20  

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 



*Creed             

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people    
according to their needs.  
 

(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who 
are in need.) 
….Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

(after final petition) 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



 
 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 
peace.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
*Sending Song:         Thy Strong Word      ELW 511 
(next page) 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
      
*Postlude:  Gigue      Iouri Grichetchleine  
   

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich       Carol Weaver   Mike Savino 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 

Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

      John Wiederkehr 

  





 

*Announcements* 
IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,  

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead 

Phone: 814-254-3072  Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net  or ccustead@atlanticbb.net  

 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

 
REMINDER AND IMPORTANT 

 
BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE     

SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND 
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE   

KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO     
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.**** 

 
 

 
 

mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:ccustead@atlanticbb.net


Worship is cancelled until further notice 

due to the continuing coronavirus  

pandemic.  

 

Also all other activities and events are  

cancelled until further notice.   

Pastor Carol 

January 19th 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 

Altoona, PA  16602 
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www.stjamesaltoona.org 
 


