
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

December 6, 2020 

2nd Sunday of  Advent 

Communion 
 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

Pastor: REVS. SCOTT & CAROL CUSTEAD 
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

ALL LITURGY AND MUSIC RIGHTS RESERVED 
REPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE #31114 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:        Comfort, Comfort Ye My People  arr. Johann Schop             
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:       On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry                    ELW 249 



 *GREETING:  

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 
C: And also with you.        



KYRIE Spoken: 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord 
Lord, have mercy 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God, 
And for the unity of all, let us pray to the pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise. 
Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen, amen. 

 

 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only 
Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

 

* LIGHTING OF 2ND ADVENT CANDLE 
 

*Candle Lighting Hymn  People Look East Sing Verse 2 Only 





We Listen to the Word 
 

 
 

First Reading:       Isaiah 40:1-11  
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 
 1
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 

2
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she 
has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. 

3
A voice cries out: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a 
 highway for our God. 

4
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and 

hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places 
a plain. 

5
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see 

it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
6
A voice says, “Cry out!” 

And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the 
flower of the field. 

7
The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the 

LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 
8
The grass withers, the flower 

fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. 
9
Get you up to a high     

mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of  
Judah, “Here is your God!” 

10
See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm 

rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
11

He will 
feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry 
them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM          85:1-2, 8-13  
 

 

1
You have been gracious to your and, O LORD; you have restored the good 

fortune of Jacob. 
 

2
You have forgiven the iniquity of your people and blotted out all their 

sins. 
 

8
I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; for you speak peace to your 

faithful people and to those who turn their hearts to you. 
 

9
Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, that your   

glory may dwell in our land. 



 

10
Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; righteousness and 

peace have kissed each other. 
 

11
Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness 

shall look down from heaven. 
 

12
The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its  

increase. 
 

13
Righteousness shall go before the LORD and shall prepare for God 

a pathway.  

Second Reading:     2 Peter 3:8-15a  
 

A reading from Peter. 
 

8
Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 

thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 
9
The Lord is not 

slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with 
you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 

10
But the 

day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away 
with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the 
earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 

11
Since all these 

things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to 
be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 

12
waiting for and hastening 

the coming of the day of God, because of  which the heavens will be set  
ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 

13
But, in       

accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, 
where righteousness is at home. 
  

14
Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be 

found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; 
15a

and regard the          
patience of our Lord as salvation. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL:        Mark 1:1-8 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark. 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

Sermon 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

1
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

  
2
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  

 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way; 
 

3
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 
5
And people from the whole       

Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to 
him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
6
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his 

waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 
7
He proclaimed, “The one who 

is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down 
and untie the thong of his sandals. 

8
I have baptized you with water; but he 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 



*Creed             

  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with the gifts we have offered. With  
 them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the 
 care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who 
 gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

A:  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people    
according to their needs.  
 
(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who are in 
need.) 
….Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
(after final petition) 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
 

We Offer Our Gifts 



We Share the Feast 
 

* Holy Communion 
 
The Lord be with you And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the 
promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things 
new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And 
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord. Lord God of power and might. 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 
*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen world 
you gave your only Son,  that all those who believe in him should not   
perish but have eternal life.  We give thanks to you for the salvation you 
have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy Spirit  
into our hearts , that we might receive our Lord with a living faith as he 
comes to us in his holy supper. 



For it is our Lord Jesus, who in the night in which he was betrayed took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  Again, after 
the supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me”. 

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

*Invitation to Communion 
 

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you once  
revealed yourself to your disciples.  

SOLO:  
 
*Distribution of Communion 



*Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen 

*Prayer after Communion 
 

P: Gracious and abundant God, you have done great things for us, 
 and we rejoice. In this bread and cup you give us life forever. In 
 your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our hearts to the 
 world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 
 

C: Amen. 
 
 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 
peace.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
*Sending Song:        Hark, the Glad Sound!         ELW 239 
(next page) 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
      
*Postlude: Wake, Awake! P. Nicolai/E.J. Lorenz   





 

*Announcements* 
IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,  

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead 

Phone: 814-254-3072  Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net  or ccustead@atlanticbb.net  

 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

 
REMINDER AND IMPORTANT 

 
BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE     

SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND 
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE   

KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO     
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.**** 

 
 

 
 

mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:ccustead@atlanticbb.net


 
 
 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich       Carol Weaver  Edith Trinks  Mike Savino 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 

Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

      John Wiederkehr 

  

Worship is cancelled until further notice 

due to the continuing coronavirus  

pandemic.  

 

Also all other activities and events are  

cancelled until further notice.   







 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
(TENATIVE) 

DECEMBER 24TH 7:30 PM 
*COVID-19 Guidelines 

 
UN-DECORATE THE CHURCH  

CANCELLED 
JANUARY 9TH 10 AM 



St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 

Altoona, PA  16602 
 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 

www.stjamesaltoona.org 
 


