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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
October 11, 2020
19th Sunday after

Pentecost

e e e e e ot
e a a P o

S

e e e
ERERERENN

Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM
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We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.
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Pastor: REvVS. ScoTT & CAROL CUSTEAD
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Allegretto Cesar Franck
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: The Lord’s My Shepherd ELW 778



The Lord’s My Shepherd
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Text: The Psaims of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650

Musgic: BROTHER JAMES' AIR, James L. Macbeth Bain; arr. Gordon Jacob, 1895-1984

Arr. © Oxford University Press.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.




KYRIE Spoken:

In peace, let us pray to the Lord

Lord, have mercy

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of
God,

And for the unity of all, let us pray to the pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise.
Let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen, amen.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all
peoples and poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to
your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure,
and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9
A reading from Isaiah.

'O LORD, you are my God; | will exalt you, | will praise your name; for
you have done wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
“For you have made the city a heap, the fortified city a ruin; the palace
of aliens is a city no more, it will never be rebuilt. “Therefore strong
peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. “For you
have been a refuge to the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. When the blast
of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, “the noise of aliens



aliens like heat in a dry place, you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled. °On this mountain the LORD of hosts will
make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich food
filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. ‘And he will destroy on
this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread
over all nations; “he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord Gob will wipe
away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away
from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. °It will be said on that day, Lo, this
is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD
for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 23

'"The LORD is my shepherd:; | shall not be in want.

“The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures and leads me beside
still waters.

*You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for your
name’s sake.

“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | shall fear no
evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

°You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint
my head with oil, and my cup is running over.

°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and
| will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.



Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9
A reading from Philippians.

'My brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown,
stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

°l urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord.
3Yes, and | ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they
have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with
Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of
life.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God. ‘And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.

8Fina|ly, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is
just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if
there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things. “Keep on doing the things that you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with
you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.



*GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

'Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ““The kingdom of

heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his
son. “He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the
wedding banquet, but they would not come. “Again he sent other slaves,
saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, | have prepared my
dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and
everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ “But they made light
of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, °while the
rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. "The king was
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned
their city. *Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those
invited were not worthy. “Go therefore into the main streets, and invite
everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ "“Those slaves went out into
the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the
wedding hall was filled with guests.

""“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man
there who was not wearing a wedding robe, '“and he said to him, ‘Friend,
how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he was
speechless. “Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and
foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.” "“For many are called, but few are chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who
are in need.)
....Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

(after final petition)
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in

your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with the gifts we have offered. With
them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the
care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

A: Amen.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Sending Song:  Rejoice, for Christ Is King! ELW 430
(next page)

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

*Postlude: Alleluia, Song of Gladness Winston Cassler



Rejoice, for Christ Is King!
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: LAUS REGIS, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936



*Announcements*

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead
Phone: 814-254-3072 Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net or ccustead@atlanticbb.net

The church office email is stjiamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.****



mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
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Aﬂiouncgments araed

pcoming €vents

COUNCIL MEETING TUESDAY OCTOBER 13 6:00 PM!
We will meet in the Fellowship Hall and sit socially distanced,
and you need to wear a mask.

Worship will happen on Sundays at 10:45 AM,
following the guidelines in recognition of the
continuing coronavirus pandemic.

All other activities and events are cancelled
until further notice.

Our Prayer List:
Tim Surkovich ~ Shirley Manbeck Edith Trinks Bob Holsinger Jr.

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood
Robert Civils Sylvia Malsatzki
Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck

John Wiederkehr




As we worship during this ongoing
Covidl9 pandemic, please remember
these things to help keep us all as safe
as possible:

. Wear a face mask, and keep the 6 foot social
distance and refrain from shaking hands.

. Sit in the pews marked with the blue tape.

. Leave your bulletin where you have been
sitting in order to help the janitor to know
where to disinfect.

. The offering plate is in the back. Please
leave your offering there. The ushers will not
be collecting it.

. We will not be sharing the peace with each
other during the service.

. Thank you for your patience and
understanding.




Shirley Manbeck, would like to-thank the

St. James family for all your thoughts;
pravyers, and cawds.

God Bless and Thank Yow to-all of yow!
Stay Safe!

OTHERS WEAR A
FACE COVERING
TO PROTECT YOU.

PLEASE
WEAR YOUR
FACE COVERING
TO PROTECT
OTHERS.
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