
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

August 23, 2020 

12th Sunday after  

Pentecost 
 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 
Welcome 

 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

Pastor: REVS. SCOTT & CAROL CUSTEAD 
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

ALL LITURGY AND MUSIC RIGHTS RESERVED 
REPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE #31114 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:                    Cantabile   Alexandre Guilmant 
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:     Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand                     ELW 441 



 *GREETING:  

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 
C: And also with you.        



KYRIE Spoken: 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord 
Lord, have mercy 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord 
Lord, have mercy. 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God, 
And for the unity of all, let us pray to the pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise. 
Let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen, amen. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise 
you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into 
the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 

We Listen to the Word 
 
 

 

First Reading:        Isaiah 51:1-6  
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 
1
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. 

Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from 
which you were dug. 
2
Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was 

but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many.  
3
For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, 

and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of 
the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the 
voice of song.  



   
4
Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will  

    go out from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 

5
I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and my 

    arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they  
    hope. 
 

6
Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the  

    heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and  
    those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever, and  
    my deliverance will never be ended. 
 
 

   The word of the Lord 
   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PSALM           138  
 
 
 

         

1
I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I will 

    sing your praise. 
 

 
2
I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,  

    because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; for you have glorified 
    your name and your word above all things. 
 

 
3
When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 

 

 
4
All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, when they have 

    heard the words of your mouth. 
 

 
5
They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory of the LORD. 

 

 
6
The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from 

    afar. 
 

 
7
Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth 

     your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
 

 
8
You will make good your purpose for me; O LORD, your steadfast love 

     endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands.  



Second Reading:     Romans 12:1-8  
 

A reading from Romans. 
 

1
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, 
which is your spiritual worship. 

2
Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what 
is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
  

3
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think 

of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober 
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 
4
For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members 

have the same function, 
5
so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 

and individually we are members one of another. 
6
We have gifts that differ 

according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith;     
7
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 

8
the exhorter, in          

exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the         
compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

 
Alleluia Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 



13
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 

his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 
14

And they 
said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others       
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

15
He said to them, “But who do you say 

that I am?” 
16

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God.” 

17
And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son 

of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father 
in heaven. 

18
And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 
19

I will give you 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will 
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 

20
Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he 

was the Messiah. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 

*GOSPEL:        Matthew 16:13-20  

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 



*Creed             

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people    
according to their needs.  
 

(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who 
are in need.) 
….Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

(after final petition) 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with the gifts we have offered. With  
 them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the 
 care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who 
 gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

A:  Amen. 

*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

We Offer Our Gifts 

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 



 
 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 
peace.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 
*Sending Song:       O Word of God Incarnate  ELW 514 
(next page) 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
      
*Postlude:   Praise Ye the Triune God R,J. Hughes 





 

*Announcements* 
IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,  

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead 

Phone: 814-254-3072  Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net  or ccustead@atlanticbb.net  

 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

 
REMINDER AND IMPORTANT 

 
BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE     

SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND 
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE   

KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO     
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.**** 

 
 

 
 

mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:ccustead@atlanticbb.net


 
 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich        Joe Yanke           Jean Bickel  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 

Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck    

      John Wiederkehr 

  

Worship will happen on Sundays at 10:45 AM,  

following the guidelines in recognition of the   

continuing coronavirus pandemic.  

All other activities and events are cancelled       

until further notice.   



As we worship during this ongoing 

Covid19 pandemic, please remember 

these things to help keep us all as safe 

as possible: 
 

 Wear a face mask, and keep the 6 foot social 

distance and refrain from shaking hands. 

 Sit in the pews marked with the blue tape. 

 Leave your bulletin where you have been   

sitting in order to help the janitor to know 

where to disinfect. 

 The offering plate is in the back.  Please 

leave your offering there.  The ushers will not 

be collecting it. 

 We will not be sharing the peace with each 

other during the service. 

 Thank you for your patience and                

understanding. 





St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 
 

1407 Eighth Avenue 

Altoona, PA  16602 
 

814-944-6835 
 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 

www.stjamesaltoona.org 
 


