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we ask that

St. James Evangelical
Lutheran Church
March 15, 2020
Third Sunday in Lent
Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM

Welcome
you please sign our guest book.

Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL

Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich

Pastor: REVS. ScOoTT & CAROL CUSTEAD
REPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE #31114

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225

prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today,

ALL LITURGY AND MusiICc RIGHTS RESERVED
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Larghetto L. Van Beethoven
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing ELW 807



Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev - 'ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;

2 Here I raise my Eb-en - e - zer: “Hith-er by thy help TI've come™;
3 Oh, to gracc how grcat a dcbt-or dai-1ly I'm con-straincd to bc;
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streams of mer - ¢y, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud - est praise.
and T hope, by thy good plca-surc, safc-ly to ar - rive at home.
let that grace now like a fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heart to thee.

While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,

Je - sus sought me when a strang -er, wan-d’ring from the fold of God;
Prone 1o wan - der, Lord, 1 feel il; prone Lo leave the God 1 love.
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teach me ev - er Lo a - dore thee; may I still  thy good-ness prove.
he, to r1cs - cuc me from dan-ger, in - ter - poscd his prec-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.
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‘lext: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, I. Wyeth, Repositary of Sacred Music, Part TT, 1813

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.
Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and
wash away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink
from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Exodus 17:1-7
A reading from Exodus.

'From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed
by stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was
no water for the people to drink. “The people quarreled with Moses, and said,
“Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me?
Why do you test the LORD?” “But the people thirsted there for water; and the
people complained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of
Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” “So Moses cried out
to the LORD, “What shall | do with this people? They are almost ready to stone
me.” “The LORD said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of
the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck
the Nile, and go. °I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb.
Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.”
Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. "He called the place Massah
and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is
the LORD among us or not?”

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 95

'Come, let us sing to the LORD; let us shout for joy to the rock of our
salvation.

“Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving and raise a
loud shout to the LORD with psalms.

“For you, LORD, are a great God, and a great ruler above all gods.

“In your hand are the caverns of the earth; the heights of the hills
are also yours.

°The sea is yours, for you made it, and your hands have molded the dry
land.

°Come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the LORD
our maker.

"For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and
the sheep of God’s hand. Oh, that today you would hear God'’s voice!

*“Harden not your hearts, as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah
in the desert.

“There your ancestors tested me, they put me to the test, though they
had seen my works.

'"Forty years | loathed that generation, saying, ‘The heart of this
people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’

"Indeed | swore in my anger, They shall never come to my rest.

Anthem: Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us

Second Reading: Romans 5:1-11
A reading from Romans.

'Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, “through whom we have obtained access to this grace in
which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.



And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, “and endurance produces character, and
character produces hope, “and hope does not disappoint us, because
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that
has been given to us.

°For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. 'Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. “But God
proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.
Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will
we be saved through him from the wrath of God. '°For if while we were
enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much
more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. "But
more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received reconciliation.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
.
Re - um to the Lord, your God, for he 1s gra - cious and
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stead-fast love, and a - bound - ing in stead - fast love.



*GOSPEL: John 4:5-26
The Holy Gospel according to John.
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C] Glo - ry to you, O Lord

°So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that
Jacob had given to his son Joseph. ®Jacob's well was there, and Jesus,
tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

"A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, "Give me
a drink." ®(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) °The Samaritan
woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman
of Samaria?" (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.)

1% Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is
saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would
have given you living water." "'"The woman said to him, "Sir, you have no
bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? "Are you
greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons
and his flocks drank from it?" *Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks of
this water will be thirsty again, "but those who drink of the water that | will
give them will never be thirsty. The water that | will give will become in
them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life." "*The woman said to
him, "Sir, give me this water, so that | may never be thirsty or have to keep
coming here to draw water."

'®Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come back." " The woman
answered him, "l have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You are right in
saying, 'l have no husband'; "*for you have had five husbands, and the one
you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!" "°The
woman said to him, "Sir, | see that you are a prophet. ?Our ancestors
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must
worship is in Jerusalem."



21 Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you
will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. **You
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is
from the Jews. ZBut the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks
such as these to worship him. *God is spirit, and those who worship him
must worship in spirit and truth." %The woman said to him, "l know that
Messiah is coming" (who is called Christ). "When he comes, he will
proclaim all things to us." ®*Jesus said to her, "l am he, the one who is
speaking to you."

The Gospel of the Lord.
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C Praise to you O  Christ.

Sermon



*Hymn of the Day:

We Respond to the Word

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

ELW 623

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 17401778

Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Ilastings, 1784—1872
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2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand I  bring: sim-ply to thy cross 1 cling.
4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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all for sin  could not a - tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.
foul, 1 to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav - i1or, or 1 die.
Rock of A - ges., clett for me, let me hide my-self in thee.
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*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who are in
need.)
....Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

(after final petition)
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

Offertory: Offetoire C.H. Rinck

*Offertory Hymn: What Shall | Render LBW 67
NEXT PAGE
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*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer
ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Sending Song: Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty ELW 777
(next page)

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

*Postlude: Litany Franz Schubert



Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty

Text: Delores Dufner, osn, h. 1939

Music: BEACII SPRING, 7Tie Sacred IIarp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected IIvnins, 1985
Text © 1992, 1996 Sisters of St. Benedict, 104 Chapel Lane, St. Joseph. MN 56374.

Arr. © 1985 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permissicon or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*Announcements®*

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead
Phone: 814-254-3072 Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net or ccustead@atlanticbb.net

The church office email is stjiamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.****



mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:ccustead@atlanticbb.net

BULLETIN DEADLINE
LENTEN LUNCH SERIES BETHANY
LENTEN SERIES BETHANY

EASTER FLOWER ORDER DEADLINE

**This Thursday!!
CHOIR PRACTICE
BULLETIN DEADLINE
LENTEN LUNCH SERIES ST JAMES
LENTEN SERIES BETHANY
CHOIR PRACTICE
LENTEN LUNCH SERIES BETHANY
LENTEN SERIES BETHANY
PALM SUNDAY
WELCA MEETING
MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
EASTER SUNDAY
WELCA SUNDAY
POTLUCK DINNER
ALLEGHENY CHORALE CONCERT

** Cookies are needed from the congregation for the reception after the concert

Mark Pour Calendars \lliRswem
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MAR 17TH10:30AM
MAR 18TH 12 PM

MAR 19TH 6:30PM
MARH 19TH 12 PM

MAR 19TH 7 PM
MAR 24TH10:30AM
MAR 25TH 12 PM
MAR 25TH 6:30PM
MAR 26TH 7 PM
APR 1ST 12 PM
APR 1ST 6:30PM
APR 5TH

APR 5th 12 PM
APR 9TH 7 PM
APR 10TH 2 PM
APR 12TH

APR 19TH

APR 19TH 12 PM
MAY 3RD 3 PM



SWEETS AND
TREATS

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF

&
2
&

@i% EACH MONTH.
OUR NEXT SWEETS AND
| TREATS WILL BE
April 5th
Sponsored by:
JOE YANKE

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats. If you’re
interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School Room. Your support is
appreciated!

SAVE THE DATE
April 18, 2020

Allegheny Synodical Women's Organization
32nd Annual Convention
Duncansville Evangelical Lutheran Church

Registration Deadline is April 1st

Registration fee $15
Contact Donna Wilt or Peggy Thatcher
For Registration Forms




Easter Flowers

Your name (as you wish it to appear in the bulletin)

This Donation is made:

IHO:

IMO:

Choice of Flowers:

___ Yellow Tulips 5/6 Bulb ($9) __ 8”Daffodils($12.50)
____Lilies Single Stem ($10)

Amount of Contribution: $ Envelope Number:
Please Check One:
Yes, | do want to take the flower(s) home with me.

No, | do not want to take the flower(s) home with me. | would like
them to be given to a shut-in or friend of St. James.

Please use the My Offering envelope in your pew to place your
order and payment. Check the Flower Fund box on the envelope and
place in the offering plate.

Orders must be received by March 19, 2020

DUE THIS THURSDAY!



Our Prayer List:
Tim Surkovich Joe Yanke Patti Green Jean Bickel Judy Dambeck Donna Foster

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood
Robert Civils Sylvia Malsatzki
Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes: @
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck
Glenn Dell

John Wiederkehr




John and Robin Kessler for the new LED lights in
the social hall! Also, Bob and John Holsinger for
helping install them and their two helpers Mike
Savino and Bill Wilt.

CHURCH PICNIC

Planning for the church picnic has begun. You can use the
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer
bulletin board. Or use the sheet on the next page.

Church Picnic will be held June 14, 2020 at Highland Park,

Pavilion #1

church
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Holy Week

HOLY WEEK 2020

il
Maund
Thursday
y— .

Maundy Thursday, April 9, 7 pm,
Holy Communion
Stripping of Altar

A
Gogd Frlday
Good Friday Service April 10, 2 pm

Plffsl EN

Easter Sunday, April 12, 10:45 am,
Festive Holy Communion




z~ WOMEN
~2 of the

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

LATEST NEWS

The WELCA Meeting for March 14th was
cancelled. It is rescheduled for April 5th (Sunday)

following worship.

WELCA Sunday April 19th. Followed by Potluck.

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church

1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org




