
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

March 1, 2020 

First Sunday in Lent 

   Communion 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

Pastor: REVS. SCOTT & CAROL CUSTEAD 
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

ALL LITURGY AND MUSIC RIGHTS RESERVED 
REPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE #31114 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:              Allegro   G.F. Handel 
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:    Bless Now, O God, the Journey            ELW   326       



 *GREETING:  

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 
C: And also with you.        





*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages 
 within and around us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you 
 tempt us with empty promises. Keep us steadfast in your word, and 
 when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your Son, Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen 
 

 

We Listen to the Word 

 
 

 

First Reading:        Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7  
 

A reading from Genesis. 
 
15

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and 
keep it. 

16
And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of   

every tree of the garden; 
17

but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 
  

3:1
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD 

God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from 
any tree in the garden’?” 

2
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the 

fruit of the trees in the garden; 
3
but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of 

the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall 
die.’ ” 

4
But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 

5
for God knows that 

when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.” 

6
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 

that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make 
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, 
who was with her, and he ate. 

7
Then the eyes of both were opened, and they 

knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made   
loincloths for themselves. 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 



PSALM           32 
   

         

1
Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is 

    put away! 
 

2
Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, and in whose 

    spirit there is no guile! 
 

3
While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my 

     groaning all day long. 
 

4
For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; my moisture 

    was dried up as in the heat of summer. 
 

5
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. I 

     said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave 
     me the guilt of my sin. 
 

6
Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of 

     trouble; when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach 
     them. 
 

7
You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; you surround 

     me with shouts of deliverance. 
 

8
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; I 

      will guide you with my eye. 
 

9
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; who must 

     be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 
 

10
Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces 

      those who trust in the LORD. 
 

11
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; shout for joy, all who 

      are true of heart.   
   
 
 
Second Reading:      Romans 5:12-19  
 

A reading from Romans. 
 
12

Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came 
through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned—

13
sin 

was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when 
there is no law.    



14
Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those 

whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the 
one who was to come. 

15
But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the 

many died through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have the 
grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, 
abounded for the many. 

16
And the free gift is not like the effect of the one 

man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought                 
condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings          
justification. 

17
If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised    

dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the 
abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion 
in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 
  

18
Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so 

one man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 
19

For 
just as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so 
by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 



*GOSPEL:          Matthew 4:1-11  
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

1
Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 

devil. 
2
He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was    

famished. 
3
The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 

command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 
4
But he answered, 

“It is written,  
 ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from 
the mouth of God.’ ” 
  

5
Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the         

pinnacle of the temple, 
6
saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw 

yourself down; for it is written,  
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they 
will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7
Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to 

the test.’ ” 
  

8
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all 

the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; 
9
and he said to him, “All 

these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 
10

Jesus said to 
him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written,  
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 
11

Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:         O Lord, throughout These Forty Days     ELW 319 

Sermon 



*Creed             

  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people    
according to their needs.  
 
(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who are in 
need.) 
….Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
(after final petition) 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
 

We Offer Our Gifts 
   
Offertory:                       Offertoire  George Muffat      

 
*Offertory Hymn:  What Shall I Render                
(next page)                                            



 

 
*Offertory Hymn:                What Shall I Render  LBW 67                                         



*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer  
 ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and  
 redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave  
 himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

A:  Amen. 

We Share the Feast 
*Holy Communion  



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare 
with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may 
come to  the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with 
the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 



*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen world you 
gave your only Son,  that all those who believe in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.  We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for 
us through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts , that we 
might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

For it is our Lord Jesus, who in the night in which he was betrayed took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; 
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  Again, after 
the supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me”. 

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 



*Invitation to Communion 
P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you once  
revealed yourself to your disciples.  
 
Communion Distribution 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep  
you in his grace. 
C: Amen 



*Song after Communion:       Lord Let Your Servant Go LBW Pg 73 
 
  



*Prayer after Communion 
 
P: We thank you, living God, for the body and blood of your Son, 
 which sustains us in the wilderness and the garden alike. As Christ 
 has loved us in this feast, so send us to love Christ in our  
 neighbors. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
 
C: Amen. 
 

 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 
peace.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 
 
*Sending Song:        Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing            ELW 545 
(next page) 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
*Postlude:  The Way of the Cross Leads Home arr. E. Broughton 





*Announcements* 
IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,  

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead 

Phone: 814-254-3072  Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net  or ccustead@atlanticbb.net  
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 
 

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT 
 

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE     
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND 

RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE   
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO     

PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.**** 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich  Joe Yanke  Patti Green  Jean Bickel  Judy Dambeck  Donna Foster 
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 

Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood 

 Robert Civils    Sylvia Malsatzki   

        

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck   

      Glenn Dell    

      John Wiederkehr 

  

mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:ccustead@atlanticbb.net


 
SWEETS AND TREATS TODAY   MAR 1ST 10 AM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     MAR 10TH10:30AM 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING    MAR 10TH 6 PM 
LENTEN LUNCH SERIES BETHANY   MAR 11TH 12 PM 
LENTEN SERIES BETHANY    MAR 11TH 6:30PM 
CHOIR PRACTICE      MAR 12TH 7 PM 
WELCA MEETING      MAR 14TH 10 AM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     MAR 17TH10:30AM 
LENTEN LUNCH SERIES BETHANY   MAR 18TH 12 PM 
LENTEN SERIES BETHANY    MAR 19TH 6:30PM 
EASTER FLOWER ORDER DEADLINE   MARH 19TH 12 PM 
CHOIR PRACTICE      MAR 19TH 7 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     MAR 24TH10:30AM 
LENTEN LUNCH SERIES ST JAMES   MAR 25TH 12 PM 
LENTEN SERIES BETHANY    MAR 25TH 6:30PM 
CHOIR PRACTICE      MAR 26TH 7 PM 
PALM SUNDAY       APR 5TH 
MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE    APR 9TH 7 PM 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE     APR 10TH 2 PM 
EASTER SUNDAY      APR 12TH 

REMINDER Council Meeting will he next 

meeting will be: 

 

TUESDAY 
 

March 10th 6PM 



  SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS 
WILL BE TODAY 

March 1st 
Sponsored by: Shirley Manbeck 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.  If you’re 

interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School Room.  Your support is 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

April 18, 2020 
 

Allegheny Synodical Women’s Organization 

32nd Annual Convention 
 

Duncansville Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

Registration on $15 

March 25th 12 noon St. James 



Easter Flowers 
 

Your name (as you wish it to appear in the bulletin) 
 

___________________________________________________ 
 
This Donation is made:  
 

IHO: _______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 

IMO: _______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
Choice of Flowers:   
 

___ Yellow Tulips 5/6 Bulb ($9)       ___ 8”Daffodils($12.50)                    
___ Lilies Single Stem ($10)   
  
Amount of Contribution: $_________ Envelope Number: ________ 
 

Please Check One: 
 

_____ Yes, I do want to take the flower(s) home with me. 
 

_____ No, I do not want to take the flower(s) home with me. I 
would like them to be given to a shut-in or friend of St. James. 
 
 

Please use the My Offering envelope in your pew to place your  
order and payment.  Check the Flower Fund box on the envelope 
and place in the offering plate. 
 

Orders must be received by March 19, 2020 



St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1407 Eighth Avenue 

Altoona, PA  16602 

814-944-6835 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 

www.stjamesaltoona.org 

CHURCH PICNIC 
 

Planning for the church picnic has begun.  You can use the 
sign up sheet on the stand in the narthex or on the foyer 
bulletin board. 
 
Church Picnic will be held June 14, 2020  at Highland Park,           
Pavilion #1 


