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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
February 23, 2020
Transfiguration of Our

Lord

Communion
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Worship every Sunday
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Welcome
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We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.
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Pastor: REVS. ScoTT & CAROL CUSTEAD

SuUPPLY PULPIT: REV. BOoB KALTENBAUGH

Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Trumpet Tune John Stanley
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Beautiful Savior ELW 828



Beautiful Savior

Text: Gesangbirech, Miunster, 1677; tr. Joscph A. Sciss, 1823—-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian [olk tune, 19th cent.

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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1 Becau - ti - ful Sav - ior, King of cre¢ - a - tion,
2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun - shine, fair is the moon - light,
4 Beau - i - [ul Sav - ior, Lord of the na - uons,
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Son of God and Son of Man!
robed in flow’rs of bloom - ing spring;
bright the spar - kling stars on high;
Son ol God and Son ol Man!
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Tru - 1y Ird love thee, tru - 1y I'd serve thee,
Je - sus is fair - er, Je - sus is pur - er,
Je - sus shines bright - er, Je - sus shines pur - er
Glo - ry and hon - or, praise, ad - o - ra - uon,
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light of my soul, my joy. my Crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all the an - gels n the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!
/‘j
- J -
| | | | I I » Il |
DERS — p— -8 |
Ll ] f 1 F I I I |



KYRIE

I 1}
| I I I I
| | Il
o
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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A - men, a - men.



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,

I T — ~ R | —
O f—T 11 i— nIIF °s o r— |.

gJ e - 1

al-le -lu-1a, al-le - Iu - ia. 1 Wor-thy 1s Christ, the Lamb
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who was slain, whose blood set us  free to be peo - ple of God.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-1a, al-1le - lu - ia. 2Pow - er, rich-es, wis -dom, and
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are  his.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia. 3Sing with all the peo - ple of
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a

tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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glo - ry, and might be to God and the Lambfor-ev-er. A -  men.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.
O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the
mysteries of the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the
voice from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you
foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with
Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Exodus 24:12-18
A reading from Exodus.

'"“The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there;
and | will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment,
which | have written for their instruction.” '°So Moses set out with his assistant
Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. "“To the elders he had
said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with
you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.”

"*Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the
mountain. '°The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud
covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud.
""Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the
top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. '°Moses entered the
cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days
and forty nights.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 2

'Why are the nations in an uproar? Why do the peoples mutter empty
threats?
“Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes
plot together, against the LORD and against the LORD‘s anointed?
““Let us break their yoke,” they say; “let us cast off their bonds from us.”
‘God whose throne is in heaven is laughing; the LORD holds them
in derision.

°Then in wrath God speaks to them, and in rage fills them with terror.

°«“As for me, | have anointed my king upon Zion, my holy
mountain.”

"Let me announce the decree of the LORD, who said to me, “You are my
son; this day have | begotten you.

°Ask of me, and | will give you the nations for your inheritance
and the ends of the earth for your possession.

You shall crush them with an iron rod and shatter them like a piece of
pottery.”

'“’And now, you kings, be wise; be warned, you rulers of the earth.

"'Submit to the LORD with fear, and with trembling bow in worship;

"“lest the LORD be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of
wrath. Happy are all who take refuge in God!

Anthem: Take My Life, Lord

Second Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21

A reading from Peter.

"°For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been
eyewitnesses of his majesty. ''For he received honor and glory from God
the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory,
saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.” "“We
ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on
the holy mountain.



'“So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do
well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the
day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. “’First of all you
must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s
own interpretation, *'because no prophecy ever came by human will, but
men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Al-le - Tu - n Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal lfe. Al -le -lu - 1
*GOSPEL.: Matthew 17:1-9

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
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C| Glo - ry to you, O Lord

'Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them
up a high mountain, by themselves. “And he was transfigured before them,
and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white.
“Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. “Then
Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, | will
make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
*While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them,
and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him | am
well pleased; listen to him!” “When the disciples heard this, they fell to the
ground and were overcome by fear. ‘But Jesus came and touched them,
saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” °And when they looked up, they saw
no one except Jesus himself alone.

°As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no
one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the
dead.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Sermon



We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day: How Good, Lord, to Be Here! ELW 315
How Good, Lord, to Be Here!
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I How good, Lord, to be  here! Your glo - ry fills the night;
2 How good, Lord, to be  here, your beau-ty to be - hold
3 Ful - fill - er of the past and  hope of things to be,
4 Be - fore we taste of  death, we see your king-dom come;
5 How good, Lord, to  be here! Yet we may not re - main;
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your face and gar-ments, like the sun,

’

fl'

shine with un - bor-rowed light.

Text: Joseph A. Robinson, 1858-1933, alt.
Music: POTSDAM, W. Mercer, The Church Psalter and Hymn Book, 1854

where Mo -ses and E - li - jah stand, your mes-sen-gers of old.
we  hail your bod -y glo - 11 - fied and our re-demp-tion see.
we long to hold the  vi - sion bright and make this hill our home.
but since you bid wus leave the mount,come with us to the plain.
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*Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Trusting that God hears us, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those
in need.

A brief silence.

Holy God, your loving power is at work among us. Rouse and embolden your
church, that we too might be transfigured, set alight in the world for the sake of
the gospel. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Awesome God, you speak and the earth trembles. You display your majesty in
the mountains and your mystery in the clouds. Grant that we discover your
magnificence in all of your created world. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Ruler of nations, your reign extends across all human borders. Guide world
leaders (especially) in justice and righteousness, that they may work for equity
for all people and protect the world that you have made. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, you are a refuge for all who are neglected and abused. Bring
freedom to those who are oppressed and give comfort to those experiencing
pain of any kind (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of Moses and Elijah, you made your dwelling place at the top of a
mountain with Jesus and his disciples. Dwell also in this congregation, that all
who enter this community might be transformed by your dazzling brilliance.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Everlasting God, you offer eternal life to all your children. Thank you for the
witness of those who lived and died in the faith (especially Polycarp, Bishop of
Smyrna, whose martyrdom in the early church we remember this day). Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Confident that you are able to accomplish more than we even dare to ask, we
bring these prayers before you, believing in your saving grace revealed in
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

Offertory: Pass Me Not, O Gentil Savior Dodne/Giamanco

*Offertory Hymn: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful
Offering Song
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Let the vine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the hopes and the dreams of all; u -
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music @ 1978 Tutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer
ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

A: Amen.

We Share the Feast

*Holy Communion
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up  your hearts, Welift themto the Lord.
ﬁ""“"' e - ——— "
J e T Wiy —
Let us give thanks o the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ; who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your
glory and love, that our darkness should give way to your own brilliant light.
And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-1ly Lord,  Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is  he who comes
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in the name  of the Lord  Ho - san-na in the high - est.



*Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but
have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for
us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts , that we
might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper.

For it is our Lord Jesus, who in the night in which he was betrayed took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after
the supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me”.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*Invitation to Communion

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you once
revealed yourself to your disciples.
*Distribution of Communion

Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the world; have
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mer-cy  on us. Lamb  of God, you take a-way the
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sin  of the world; grant  us peace, grant us  peace.

*Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen




*Song after Communion: Thank the Lord LBW Pg 72
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Let all whoseek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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*Prayer after Communion

P: Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal,
nourishing us with the gift of salvation. Now send your servants
forth in peace, that we may testify to your goodness and share the
hope that is ours in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Sending Song: Shine, Jesus, Shine ELW 671
(next page)

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

*Postlude: Caprice L.N. Clerambault



WITNESS

Shine, Jesus, Shine 671

Refrain
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send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light!
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1 Lord, the light of your love is shin - ing, in the midst of the
2 As we gaze on your king - ly bright-ness, so our fac - es dis-
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dark - ness, *shin - ing; Je - sus, light of the world, shine up -on us,
play your like - ness, ev - er chang-ing from glo - ry to glo - ry,
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set us free by the truth you now bring us.
mir - rored here, may our lives tell your sto - Ty.
. Refrain
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Shine on me, shine on me:
Shine on me, shine on me:
Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950 SHINE, JESUS, SHINE
Music: Graham Kendrick 99 10 10 3 3 and refrain

Text and music © 1987 Make Way Music, admin. Music Services in the Western Hemisphere



*Announcements*

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead
Phone: 814-254-3072 Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net or ccustead@atlanticbb.net

While our pastors are away pastoral emergencies are being
covered January 30-February 25 by Pastor Drew McCaffery of
Bethany Lutheran Church.
His contact numbers are: office (944-7560) cell (814-538-9036)

The church office email is stjiamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.****
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@ Mark Pour Calendars [l

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE FEB 26TH 12 PM
CHOIR PRACTICE FEB 27TH 7 PM
SWEETS AND TREATS MAR 1ST 10 AM
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MAR 10TH 6 PM
Church )
Council Next meeting:

March 10th 6PM

SAVE THE DATE
April 18, 2020

Allegheny Synodical Women's Organization
32nd Annual Convention

Duncansville Evangelical Lutheran Church
Registration on $15

Our Prayer List:
Tim Surkovich Joe Yanke Patti Green  Jean Bickel Judy Dambeck

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Homewood
Robert Civils Sylvia Malsatzki , {\
Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes: Kg,
Janet Kauffman Deborah Manbeck
Glenn Dell

John Wiederkehr




SWEETS AND TREATS
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

‘@ OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS
‘ WILL BE

March 1st
Sponsored by: Shirley Manbeck

A%
@\\\\

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats. If you’re
interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School Room. Your support is
appreciated!

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church
1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602
814-944-6835
stjamesaltoona(@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org




