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Lutheran Church

February 9, 2020

oth Sunday after
Epiphany
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Worship every Sunday
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We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.
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Pastor: REVS. ScoTT & CAROL CUSTEAD

SUPPLY PULPIT: MARK HOOVER

Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Salutatio Angelica arr. Philip Kreckel
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of Alimighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ he gives the
power to become children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling ELW 582



Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling
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Text: Timothy Rees, 1874—1939, alt.
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Music: IN BABILONE, Qude enr Nieuwe Hollantse Boerernlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. Julius Réntgen, 18551932

*GREETING:

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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I I I {
I

A NIV ] %4 | | | ]
J T f —_— | T

you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,

@

n H 1 1

Yy = N J— | | I ) I |

I'l'!\"lE "\ | { | I ' i 1 ] I {
s = ———— — 1 o T

in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.
Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who
call upon you. By your Spirit show us the things we ought to do,
and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]
A reading from Isaiah.

'Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my
people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. “Yet day after day they
seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced
righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me
righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. *“Why do we fast, but
you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you
serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. “Look,
you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting
as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. °Is such the fast that |
choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to
the LORD? °ls not this the fast that | choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to
undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every
yoke? ’Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless
poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide
yourself from your own kin? “Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you,
the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. **Then you shall call, and the
LoRD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here | am. [If you
remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of
evil, ""if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.



""The LorD will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched
places, and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered
garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. '“Your ancient
ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many
generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of
streets to live in. ]

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 112:1-9 [10]

"Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD and have great delight in
God’s commandments!

“Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the
upright will be blessed.

“Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will
last forever.

‘Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are
merciful and full of compassion.

°It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their
affairs with justice.

°For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in
everlasting remembrance.

7They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast,
trusting in the LORD.

“Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their
desire upon their enemies.

“They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast
forever; they will hold up their head with honor.

[“The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth
and pine away; the desires of the wicked will perish.]

ANTHEM: This We Pray



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]
A reading from Corinthians.

'"When | came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come proclaiming the
mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. “For | decided to know
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. >And | came to
you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. “My speech and my
proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, “so that your faith might rest not
on human wisdom but on the power of God. “Yet among the mature we
do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of
this age, who are doomed to perish. ‘But we speak God’s wisdom, secret
and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. °“None of
the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory. “But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen,
nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared
for those who love him”— '“these things God has revealed to us through
the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.
""For what human being knows what is truly human except the human
spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God'’s
except the Spirit of God. “Now we have received not the spirit of the
world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts
bestowed on us by God. [*’And we speak of these things in words not
taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual
things to those who are spiritual. '“Those who are unspiritual do not
receive the qifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and they
are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned.
"“Those who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves
subject to no one else’s scrutiny. '°*“For who has known the mind of the
Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.]

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation
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C] Glo - ry to you, (0 Lord.

[Jesus said:] "*“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how
can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown
out and trampled under foot. '““You are the light of the world. A city built on
a hill cannot be hid. '’No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. "°In the
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your
good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. '"“Do not think that |
have come to abolish the law or the prophets; | have come not to abolish
but to fulfill. "°For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one
letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is
accomplished.



19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments,
and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of
heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in
the kingdom of heaven. “°For | tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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C] Praise to you, O  Christ.
Sermon

We Respond to the Word

*Hymn of the Day: | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW 815
(NEXT PAGE)
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Music: IIOUSTON, Kathleen Thomerson
Text and music @ 1970, 1975 Celebration.
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*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Trusting that God hears us, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those
in need.

A brief silence.

Holy God, it is your desire that all people might come to know you intimately.
Lead our communities into deeper relationship with you. May your church
radiate your righteousness to all whom we encounter. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of creation, you quench the dry ground, bringing water that sustains life.
Satisfy the needs of all the earth, so that all living things bear witness to your
verdant grace and continue to shout your praise. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of glory, during your time here on earth you were crucified by powerful
rulers who did not understand you. Grant leaders in our day wisdom and
discernment, that they may recognize you in the lives of the people they serve.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of justice, you free us from the oppression that binds us and exhort us to
serve one another. Liberate us from all fear, bigotry, and greed, and set our
hearts and minds on love, equality, and justice. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of life, you reveal your saving love to us through the power of your Spirit.
Bless those among us who are preparing to encounter your invigorating will in
a new way, especially those preparing for or affirming baptism (name/s). Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of all eternity, we give you thanks for the lives of the saints who have
pointed us towards faithfulness in you (especially). May we trust in your
endless mercy and grace. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Confident that you are able to accomplish more than we even dare to ask, we
bring these prayers before you, believing in your saving grace revealed in
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts
Offertory: Aria Cantabile J. Offenbach

*Offertory Hymn: Create in Me a Clean Heart

Create in Me a Clean Heart
Offering Song
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir - it.

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutherar Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer
ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Sending Song: Lord of Light ELW 688
(next page)

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

*Postlude: God Is So Wonderful Marshall/Colvin

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church
1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835
stjamesaltoona(@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org




Lord of Light
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*Announcements*

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead
Phone: 814-254-3072 Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net or ccustead@atlanticbb.net

While our pastors are away pastoral emergencies are being
covered January 30-February 25 by Pastor Drew McCaffery of
Bethany Lutheran Church.

His contact numbers are: office (944-7560) cell (814-538-9036)

The church office email is stjiamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.****
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BULLETIN DEADLINE FEB 11TH 10:30 AM
CHOIR PRACTICE FEB 13TH 7 PM
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE FEB 15TH 12 PM
BULLETIN DEADLINE FEB 18TH 10:30 AM
CHOIR PRACTICE FEB 20TH 7 PM
BULLETIN DEADLINE FEB 25TH 10:30 AM
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE FEB 26TH 12 PM
CHOIR PRACTICE FEB 27TH 7 PM
SWEETS AND TREATS MAR 1ST 10 AM
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MAR 10TH 6 PM

Our Prayer List:
Tim Surkovich Joe Yanke Sylvia Malsatzki Patti Green

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade

Robert Civils
Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman , _ Deborah Manbeck

Glenn Dell

k@) John Wiederkehr




SWEETS AND TREATS
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
@, EACH MONTH.

N
) ‘ @ OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS
&

WILL BE
@ March 1st

Sponsored by: Shirley Manbeck

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats. If you’re
interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School Room. Your support is
appreciated!

Church Council Meeting will NOT be held in
l February, the next meeting will be in
m March following worship.

Next meeting:

March 10th 6PM

SAVE THE DATE
April 18, 2020

Allegheny Synodical Women s Organization
32nd Annual Convention

Duncansville Evangelical Lutheran Church
Registration on $15




