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We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.
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Pastor: REVS. ScoTT & CAROL CUSTEAD

SUPPLY PULPIT: REVEREND DONNA WOLFINGER
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Adorn Thyself, O My Soul arr. Sigfrid Karg-Elert
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: God of Grace and God of Glory ELW 705



God of Grace and God of Glory
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on your peo - ple

2 Lo! The hosts of e - vil round us scormm the Christ, as -

3 Cure your chil - dren’s war - ring mad - ness; bend our pride to

4  Save us from weak res - ig - na - tion to the e - vils
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pour your pow’r; crown your an - cient chur - ch’s sto - ry;
sail his  ways! From the fears that long have bound us
your con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish glad - ness,
we de - plore; Iet the gift of your sal - va - tion
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bring its bud to glo - rious flow’r. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
free our hearts to faith and praise. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age
rich in things and poor in soul. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
be our glo -ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis-dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac - ing of  this hour, for the fac - ing of this  hour.
for the liv - ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss your king-dom’s goal, lest we miss your king-dom’s goal.
serv-ing you whom we a - dore, serv - ing you wbg\nl we a - dore.
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Texi: Harry E. Fosdick, | 878—1969
Music: CWM RHONDDA, John Hughes, 1873—-1932

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.



*CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-1a, al-le - Iu - ia. 1 Wor-thy 1s Christ, the Lamb
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who was slain, whose blood set us  free to be peo - ple of God.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-1a, al-1le - lu - ia. 2Pow - er, rich-es, wis -dom, and
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strength, and  hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are  his.
Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,
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al-le -lu-ia, al-le - lu - ia. 3Sing with all the peo - ple of
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God, and join in the hymnof all cre - a

tion: Bless - ing, hon-or,
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P:

Let us pray.

Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your
kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger
and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in
our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Micah 6:1-8
A reading from Micah.

'Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains,

and let the hills hear your voice.

“Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring
foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people,
and he will contend with Israel.

O my people, what have | done to you? In what have | wearied you?
Answer me!

“For | brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the
house of slavery; and | sent before you Moses,

Aaron, and Miriam.

O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what
Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what happened from Shittim to
Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”
®“With what shall | come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on
high? Shall | come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?
"Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of
rivers of oil? Shall | give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my
body for the sin of my soul?”
®He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the LORD require of
You but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God?

3“

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 15

'LorD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your
holy hill?

“Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak
the truth from their heart;

“they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.

“In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who
fear the LORD. They have sworn upon their health and do not take
back their word.

°They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes
against the innocent. Those who do these things shall never be
overthrown.

Anthem: Come As You Are To The Banquet

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31

A reading from Corinthians.

'"“The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. '“For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning | will thwart.”

““Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?
“'For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to
save those who believe. “’For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire
wisdom, “’but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to Gentiles, “but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. “For God’s
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger
than human strength.



“>Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were
wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of
noble birth. ’But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; *God
chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce
to nothing things that are, “’so that no one might boast in the presence of
God. “’He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption,
*!in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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You have the words of e - ter-nal lfe. Al -le -lu - 1
*GOSPEL.: Matthew 5:1-12

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.



'When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat
down, his disciples came to him. “Then he began to speak, and taught
them, saying:

““Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

““Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

*“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

““Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will
be filled.

"“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

““Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

““Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

'%“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

""“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. '°Rejoice and be glad, for
your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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C| Praise to you, O  Christ.

Sermon



*Hymn of the Day:

Leader or All

We Respond to the Word

Blest Are They

ELW 728

Blest Are They
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1 Blest arc they, the poor in spir - it; theirs  is the
2 Blest arc they, the low - 1y oncs; . thcy shall in
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4 Blest are they . .. who seek peace; . they are the
5 Blest are you who suf fer hate, . all . be
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full of SOr - TOW; they shall be con - solcd
hun - ger and  thirst; they shall have their fill.
pure ofl heart; they . . shall see God
suf - fer in faith; the glo - ry of God is theirs
yours is the king-dom; shine for all to see
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Yours is the king-dom of God!

Text: David Haas, b. 1957

Music: BLEST ARE THEY, David Haas

Text and music © 1985 GIA Publications. Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave.. Chicago. IL 60638, www.giamusic.conm.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

800.442.3358.



*Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Trusting that God hears us, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those
in need.

A brief silence.

God of liberation, you set your people free to serve others. Embolden your
church, that we seek justice for the oppressed, share generously your loving-
kindness, and live humbly together. Unite us as one people under the
foolishness of the cross. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the universe, your care is evident everywhere—from the foundations of
the earth to the summit of the tallest mountains. Reconcile all of creation to
itself and repair the environmental destruction caused by human carelessness
and greed. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the nations, you desire peace and justice among all people. Deliver us
from systems of fear that seek to divide us. Guide our local and national
leaders (especially). May their decisions empower and serve the needs of the
poor and the disenfranchised. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of the oppressed, you raise up the lowly and comfort those in despair. We
lift up to you all who are victims of exploitation, discrimination, and greed. We
pray for those who are suffering in any way this day (especially). Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

God of love, you sent your Son, Jesus Christ, to earth in the form of a baby,
whose presentation in the temple we celebrate today. Fill our own house of
worship with your presence, that all who enter may encounter Christ. Hear us,
O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of life, we give you thanks for all those who have died in the faith
(especially). Thank you for the examples of our ancestors and the saints who
have gone before us. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Confident that you are able to accomplish more than we even dare to ask, we
bring these prayers before you, believing in your saving grace revealed in
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



*Sharing of the Peace

P
C

Offertory:

*Offertory Hymn:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

Largo Daniel Purcell

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923

Text and music @ 1978 Tutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer
ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

A: Amen.

We Share the Feast

*Holy Communion
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through
our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all
nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; and
in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, Holy, Holy
=
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly ho -1y Lod, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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in the name  of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.



*Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish but
have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for
us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts , that we
might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper.

For it is our Lord Jesus, who in the night in which he was betrayed took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” Again, after
the supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me”.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*Invitation to Communion

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you once
revealed yourself to your disciples.
*Distribution of Communion

Lamb of God
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on

TI!L?\_# f ﬁ j : J — I f -
“J'V < ‘ —‘—
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mer-cy  on us. Lamb  of God, you take a-way the
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sin  of the world; grant  us peace, grant us  peace.

*Post-Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen




*Song after Communion: Thank the Lord LBW Pg 72
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*Prayer after Communion

P: Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal,
nourishing us with the gift of salvation. Now send your servants forth in
peace, that we may testify to your goodness and share the hope that is
ours in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Sending Song:  God, Whose Almighty Word ELW 673
(next page)

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

*Postlude: Now Winter Fades From Sight J.S. Bach



God, Whose Almighty Word
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I God, whose al - might - y  word cha-o0s and dark - ness heard
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- —— ' o T Y
e —— ===~ =
Q ! L ! : b : I I I
' - ) ! ! i j ’!_4 |
S Hes —j:j:’ =
gos - pel day sheds not its glo - rious ray, let there be light.
lu - sions blind; oh, now to hu - man-kind let there be light.
lamp of grace, and in earth’s dark - est place let there be light.
full - est pride, through the earth, far and wide, let there be light.
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Text: John Marriott, 1 780-1825, alt.
Music: ITALTIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796
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*Announcements*

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead
Phone: 814-254-3072 Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net or ccustead@atlanticbb.net

While our pastors are away pastoral emergencies are being
covered January 30-February 25 by Pastor Drew McCaffery of
Bethany Lutheran Church.
His contact numbers are: office (944-7560) cell (814-538-9036)

The church office email is stjiamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.****
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BULLETIN DEADLINE FEB 4TH 10:30 AM
CHOIR PRACTICE FEB 6TH 7 PM
BULLETIN DEADLINE FEB 11TH 10:30 AM
CHOIR PRACTICE FEB 13TH 7 PM
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE FEB 15TH 12 PM
BULLETIN DEADLINE FEB 18TH 10:30 AM
CHOIR PRACTICE FEB 20TH 7 PM
BULLETIN DEADLINE FEB 25TH 10:30 AM
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE FEB 26TH 12 PM
CHOIR PRACTICE FEB 27TH 7 PM
SWEETS AND TREATS MAR 1ST 10 AM
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MAR 10TH 6 PM

Our Prayer List:
Tim Surkovich Joe Yanke Sylvia Malsatzki Patti Green

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade

Robert Civils
Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman ‘ Deborah Manbeck

Glenn Dell

&@) John Wiederkehr




SWEETS AND TREATS
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

WILL BE

March 1st
Sponsored by: Shirley Manbeck

) ‘ 6@ OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats. If you’re
interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School Room. Your support is
appreciated!

Church Council Meeting will NOT be held in
l February, the next meeting will be in
wwl March following worship.

Next meeting:

March 10th 6PM

SAVE THE DATE
April 18, 2020

Allegheny Synodical Women's Organization
32nd Annual Convention

Duncansville Evangelical Lutheran Church
Registration on $15




St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church
1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602
814-944-6835
stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
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