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Mission Statement: 
 

To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word and 

Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 
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PASTOR’S LETTER FOR  

February 2020 
 

 
 
 

 Well, we are in the Holy Land. It was a 24+ hour airport          

adventure that included delays, rerouting, and rebooking, but 

we made it. We didn't much sleep, but the first day of seeing 

some sights is now over. I picked up my tablet to check email 

when I went got to the hotel room, and what do I see? A gentle 

reminder from the office that the newsletter article is due. 

 

 I can't really say much about Israel. We haven't been to 

Jordan yet. There is still much to see. I, however, did have a 

nice surprise this first day. I wondered, if I would find it a    

devotional experience to be in the places of the Bible. I     

wondered if I would be a tourist or a pilgrim. Would I be a  

student or a worshipper? 
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PASTOR’S LETTER FOR  

February 2020 
 

 
 
 

 I hoped that I would be a pilgrim, and was pleased that I 

was. Seeing the sights of Nazareth today made Jesus seem 

more real. Seeing the traditional place of the wedding at Cana 

and the written prayer petitions people had left behind led me 

to ask the Lord to bless my marriage. I hope that I continue to 

experience this through the rest of the trip. I hope that I can 

bring some of that experience home with me to enliven my 

regular devotion.  

 

 It is the case that the Lord is always equally close to us.  

God is always the most real thing around us. However, it is   

also the case that we are not always equally aware of his   

presence. I hope that both you and I notice how truly close 

God is tomorrow and the next day. It is unfortunate that   

sometimes we have fly almost half of the way around the 

world to find what was right next to us all along. 

 

Pastor Scott  
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INCOME & EXPENSE SUMMARY 

November 1, 2019 - November 30, 2019 

INCOME  

Bank Interest $0.00 

Contributions   

    General $1,832.00 

    Designated .$197.50 

    Special $275.00 

Other Income $4,000.00 

 $6,304.50 

  

EXPENSES  

Pastoral Administration $2,187.98 

Worship & Music $874.91 

Office $1,460.55 

Custodial & Property $888.99 

Uncategorized .$786.96 

 $6,199.39 

February Birthdays 

 

Barbara Bickel 2/12 

Robert Hench 2/12 

Contribution & Attendance Summary 
 

November 2019 
 

Contributions $1,770.50 
Average Weekly Attendance:  23 

 

 November 2019 
 

Contributions $2,029.50 
Average Weekly Attendance:  21 



 

From the Office of the Bishop…. 
      

 

 

No report. 

 

Remember In Your Prayers 
 

 Our Prayer List:  

 Tim Surkovich   

Joe Yanke 

Sylvia Malsatzki 

Patti Green 
 

(Names for inclusion on our  parish prayer 

list can be  submitted to the church office. 

The name will remain on the list for one 

month. At the end of that period please   

advise the church office, if you would like 

the name to be continue for another month.) 
 

Those serving in our military 
 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade 

 Robert Civils 

Allegheny Lutheran Home: 

 Janet Kauffman 

 

In their own homes: 

Deborah Manbeck Glenn Dell 

John Wiederkehr 
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B i o g r a p h y  

 

Saint Valentine is the patron saint of love. Believers say God worked through his life to perform 

miracles and teach people how to recognize and experience true love. 

This famous saint, an Italian doctor who later became a priest, inspired the creation of the holiday of 

Valentine's Day. He was sent to jail for performing weddings for couples during a time when new 

marriages were outlawed in the ancient Rome. Before he was killed for refusing to renounce his 

faith, he sent a loving note to a child he had been helping to teach, the daughter of his jailer, and that 

note eventually led to the tradition of sending Valentine's cards. 

PATRON SAINT OF: Love, marriages, engagements, young people, greetings, travelers, bee   

keepers, people with epilepsy, and numerous churches. 

Saint Valentine was a Catholic priest who had also worked as a doctor. He lived in Italy during the 

third century AD and served as a priest in Rome. 

Historians don’t know much about Valentine’s early life. They pick up Valentine’s story after he 

began working as a priest. Valentine became famous for marrying couples who were in love but 

couldn’t get legally married in Rome during the reign of Emperor Claudius II, who outlawed      

weddings. Claudius wanted to recruit lots of men to be soldiers in his army and thought that marriage 

would be an obstacle to recruiting new soldiers. He also wanted to prevent his existing soldiers from 

getting married because he thought that marriage would distract them from their work. 

When Emperor Claudius discovered that Valentine was performing weddings, he sent Valentine to 

jail. Valentine used his time in jail to continue to reach out to people with the love that he said Jesus 

Christ gave him for others. 

He befriended his jailer, Asterious, who became so impressed with Valentine’s wisdom that he asked 

Valentine to help his daughter, Julia, with her lessons. Julia was blind and needed someone to read 

material for her to learn it. Valentine became friends with Julia through his work with her when she 

came to visit him in jail. 

Emperor Claudius also came to like Valentine. He offered to pardon Valentine and set him free if 

Valentine would renounce his Christian faith and agree to worship the Roman gods. Not only did 

Valentine refuse to leave his faith, he also encouraged Emperor Claudius to place his trust in Christ. 

Valentine’s faithful choices cost him his life. Emperor Claudius was so enraged at Valentine’s     

response that he sentenced Valentine to die. 

S a i n t  V a l e n t i n e  

https://www.learnreligions.com/what-are-patron-saints-542859
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-a-miracle-124440
https://www.learnreligions.com/what-is-a-miracle-124440
https://www.learnreligions.com/understanding-unconditional-love-712464
https://www.liveabout.com/god-goddess-3299365
https://www.thoughtco.com/who-is-claudius-117775
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Socks for Souls 

 
Most of us don't spend a lot of time thinking about socks. We slip on a pair of 
socks  on a cold morning before throwing on our boots, then head out for the day. 
On those occasions we may discover a hole in our sock, throw it in the trash and 
grab another pair. For people struggling with no socks this could be a major   
problem. Many of us donate old shirts, jackets or dresses but few think to donate 
a pair of socks. Statistic show that the number one needed  article of clothing is 
"socks". St James "Socks for Souls" was a great success. Over 100 pairs of men, 
women and children socks were  collected and  donated to  Family and Children 
service. That agency's vision is to engage with their community to meet the needs 
of Altoona's most vulnerable individuals. 
 

Hats off and a big thank you to everyone at St James who gave to  
St. James WELCA "Socks for Soul"  

T h e  F i r s t  V a l e n t i n e  

Before he was killed, Valentine wrote a last note to encourage Julia to stay close to Jesus and to thank 

her for being his friend. He signed the note: “From your Valentine.” That note inspired people to 

begin writing their own loving messages to people on Valentine’s Feast Day, February 14th, which is 

celebrated on the same day on which Valentine was martyred. 

Valentine was beaten, stoned, and beheaded on February 14, 270. People who remembered his loving 

service to many young couples began celebrating his life, and he came to be regarded as a saint 

through whom God had worked to help people in miraculous ways. By 496, Pope Gelasius designated 

February 14th as Valentine’s official feast day. 

F a m o u s  M i r a c l e s  

The most famous miracle attributed to Saint Valentine involved the farewell note that he sent to Julia. 

Believers say that God miraculously cured Julia of her blindness so that she could personally read 

Valentine’s note, rather than just have someone else read it to her. 

Throughout the years since Valentine died, people have prayed for him to intercede for them before 

God about their romantic lives. Numerous couples have reported experiencing miraculous             

improvements in their relationships with boyfriends, girlfriends, and spouses after praying for help 

from Saint Valentine. 

Hopler, Whitney. "Saint Valentine's Story." Learn Religions, Aug. 22, 2019, learnreligions.com/st-valentine-patron-saint-of-love-124544. 

https://www.learnreligions.com/pray-more-powerfully-for-miracles-124690
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Feb 1—Hebrews 2:14-18, Psalm 23 
 Lord, You suffered for us and redeem us. Preserve us from all temptation and keep 
us in Your mercy. Amen 

Feb 2—Luke 2:22-38, Psalm 84 
  Lord, we live in peace, for Your Word is fulfilled and salvation is given to us all. 
Amen 

Feb 3—Micah 6:1-8, Psalm 21 
             Gracious Lord, give us goodness, humility, and love that we may walk with You.  
Amen 

Feb 4—Matthew 5:1-12, Psalm 9:1-4 
             Lord Jesus Christ, by Your Word, we receive Your blessings. Continue to teach us 
and keep us in Your Word. Amen 

Feb 5—Genesis 25:19-28, Psalm 33:12-22 
             Lord, thank You for hearing and answering our prayers in the midst of our struggles 
and for showing Your salvation daily.  Amen 

Feb 6—Matthew 5:13-20, Psalm 65 
             Light of the world, continue to shine in the darkness of our lives, that we may reflect 
Your glory. Amen 

Feb 7—1 Corinthians 2:1-12, Psalm 111 
              Holy Spirit, You bring us God’s Word and point us to Christ and Him crucified; may 
we receive wisdom that does not pass away. Amen 

Feb 8—Isaiah 58:3-12, Psalm 112:1-9 
             O Lord, lead us to look not to ourselves but to You and Your work for us. Amen 

Feb 9—Job 6:1-13, Psalm 95:1-9 
              Almighty God, hold us in Your loving hands, that we may see Your enduring work 
through all tribulations. Amen 

Feb 10—Job 6:14-30, Psalm 7 
               Heavenly Father, You know the heartache and suffering of Your children; comfort 
us with Your Word that we may understand Your grace in our daily life.  Amen 

Feb 11—Job 7, Psalm 8 
             Merciful Father, when we are suffering, may we see that You are mindful of us and 
visit us in You Son to bring us full relief. Amen 

Feb 12—Job 8, Psalm 85 
               Everlasting Lord, our days are small, but in You we trust the greatness of days to 
come in Your heavenly kingdom. Amen 
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Feb 13—Job 9:1-20, Psalm 69:29-36 
              Merciful Lord, keep from hardening against Your Word and grace that we may be 
kept right in Your sight.  Amen 

Feb 14—Job 10, Psalm 144 
             O God, leave us not in bitterness, but rescue us from all calamity and preserve us 
in Your steadfast love.  Amen 

Feb 15—Job 11, Psalm 110 
              Almighty Father, we cannot redeem our sins but look to Your mercy, which 
stretches toward us and lifts us from our suffering and sin. Amen 

Feb 16—Deuteronomy 30:11-20, Psalm 119:1-8 
              Heavenly Father, You give us life in the midst of sin and death; keep us faithful to 
receive Your good Word for life. Amen 

Feb 17—1 Timothy 2:1-7, Psalm 20 
               Thank You, Lord, for our salvation in Christ; may our nation be preserved accord-
ing to Your will. Amen 

Feb 18—John 14:23-31, Psalm 46 
              Jesus, You give us Your Word and are with us always. May Your love be made 
known in our lives. Amen 

Feb 19—Deuteronomy 34, Psalm 106:32-48 
   Lord, You give us blessings now for our daily life and promise still greater gifts in 
Your kingdom, which has no end. May we endure in faith, that we are placed in Your king-
dom.  Amen 

Feb 20—2 Kings 2:1-12, Psalm 119:33-40 
   Almighty Lord, You stand with us in our lives and give us Your Spirit that we may 
know Your presence throughout our days. Amen 

Feb 21—Exodus 24:3-18, Psalm 16 
              Merciful Lord, grant that we trust Your Word and promise as we receive the blood 
of the covenant that is poured out for us for the forgiveness of sin.  Amen 

Feb 22—2 Peter 1:16-21, Psalm 89:18-29 
              Jesus, thank You for making us partakers of Your majesty and making our lives 
Your story. Amen 

Feb 23—Matthew 17:1-9, Psalm 2:6-12 
              Almighty Father, thank You for being pleased with us through Your Son, Jesus. 
Amen 
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Feb 24—Acts 1:15-26, Psalm 15 
             Holy Spirit, guide us by Your Word, that we may trust Your will; work in our lives 
for our salvation.  Amen 

Feb 25—Philippians 3:13-21, Psalm 121 
             Lord Jesus, thank You for those who are example in faith for us. May we be exam-
ples to others, that all may look to Your cross for our glory.  Amen 

Feb 26—Joel 2:12-19, Psalm 4 
              Heavenly Father, keep us in Your grace and mercy in lives of repentance. Amen 

Feb 27—2 Corinthians 6:1-10, Psalm 118:1-3 
              Jesus, You endured all things for us; help us that by faith in You we may endure 
unto eternal life. Amen 

Feb 28—Genesis 2:4-25, Psalm 14 
              Lord God, grant that we may work and keep Your gifts for Your service and glory.  
Amen 

Feb 29—Genesis 1:1-28, Psalm 104:19-35 
              O God, thank You for today and all that You bring forth through it.  Amen 
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Announcements and  

Upcoming Events 

 

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY, please contact Pastor s Scott & Carol Custead at 

Phone: 814-254-3072 Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net  or ccustead@atlanticbb.net  
The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

Find us on Facebook to get up-to-date information. 

While our pastors are away pastoral emergencies are being  

covered January 30-February 25 by Pastor Drew McCaffery of Bethany 

Lutheran Church.  His contact numbers are:  

office (944-7560) cell (814-538-9036).  

 

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT 
 

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church office   
secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office Monday-
Thursday 9-1. 

 

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE SUB-

MITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND RE-

SERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE KIRCHEN-

BLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO PROVIDE 
SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.**** 

 

    DEADLINE FOR THE MARCH ISSUE OF THE KIRCHENBLATT IS, 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15. 

mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
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Announcements and  

Upcoming Events 

BULLETIN DEADLINE     JAN 28TH 10:30 AM 
CHOIR PRACTICE      JAN 30TH 7 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     FEB 4TH 10:30 AM 
CHOIR PRACTICE      FEB 6TH 7 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     FEB 11TH 10:30 AM 
CHOIR PRACTICE      FEB 13TH 7 PM 
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE   FEB 15TH 12 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     FEB 18TH 10:30 AM 
CHOIR PRACTICE      FEB 20TH 7 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     FEB 25TH 10:30 AM 
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE    FEB 26TH 12 PM 
CHOIR PRACTICE      FEB 27TH 7 PM 
SWEETS AND TREATS     MAR 1ST 10 AM 
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING    MAR 8TH 12 PM 
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SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS 
WILL BE  

March 1ST 
We will NOT be having Sweets and Treats in  

                                 February 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats.  If you’re 

interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School Room.  Your support is 

appreciated! 

Council Meetings will NOT be held in  

February the next meeting will be in 

March following worship. 

 

Next meeting: 
 

March 8th 



Church Council Members 
Mark Hoover—President 

Donna Wilt—Vice President 

Evelyn Holsinger—Secretary  
Ralph Grove—Treasurer 

Betty Boslet 
Dana Detwiler 

Carolyn Feather 

Donna Foster 
Sylvia Malsatzki 

Bill Wilt 
Sharon Lightner 

Kim Vanvdevander 
Pastors Carol & Scott Custead 

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church Staff 
 

 

Pastors– Revs. Scott & Carol Custead, Intentional    

Interim Pastors 

Church Administrative Assistant  -  Tim Surkovich 

Organist & Choir Director - Pat McConnell 

Financial Secretary/Bookkeeper -  Ralph Grove 

Custodian—Tori Gragar 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 Mutual Ministry 
*Donna Foster 
*Evelyn Holsinger 
Joe Yanke 
*Dana Detwiler 
*Donna Wilt 
*Sharon Lightner 
 
Christian Education/ 
Social Ministry 
*Evelyn Holsinger 

*Carolyn Feather 
*Sylvia Malsatzki 
*Donna Wilt 
*Kim Vandevander 
Shirley Manbeck 
*Sharon Lightneer 

Worship & Music 
*Mark Hoover 
*Dana Detwiler 
*Donna Foster 
*Sylvia Malsatzki 
Pat McConnell 
*Sharon Lightner 
 
Finance 

*Mark Hoover 
*Betty Boslet 
*Donna Wilt 
*Bill Wilt 
Ralph Grove 
 
 
Stewardship/Evangelism 
*Donna Wilt 

By-Laws 
*Mark Hoover 
*Betty Boslet 
*Carolyn Feather 
Edith Trinks 
 
 
Property 
*Bill Wilt 
Bill Dambeck 
*Evelyn Holsinger 
Bob Holsinger 
Mike Savino 
Shirley Manbeck 
 

 *Dana Detwiler 
*Carolyn Feather 
*Kim Vandevander 

* Denotes Council Member 

Chairpersons are listed in bold at the 
top of each committee. 

BELOW YOU WILL FIND THE COMMITTEES AS OF THIS DATE. PLEASE NOTIFY        

EITHER THE CHAIRMAN OR CHURCH OFFICE IF YOUR NAME DOES NOT APPEAR 

WHERE IT SHOULD OR APPEARS WHERE IT SHOULDN’T. ALSO, PLEASE NOTIFY US IF 

YOU WOULD LIKE TO SERVE ON ANY OF THESE COMMITTEES. 


