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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
December 29, 2019
1st Sunday of

Christmas
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Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM
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We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.
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Pastor: REVS. ScOoTT & CAROL CUSTEAD
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
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REPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE #31114
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Three Carols arr. G. Brusey
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing ELW 270



Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! The her - ald an - gels sing, “Glo -1y to the mnew-born king:
2 Christ, by high - cst hecav’n a - dored, Christ,the cev - cor - last - ing Lord,
3 Hail the hcav’n - born Prince of pecacce! Hail the Sun ol righ-tcous-ness!
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peace on earth, and mer - cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in  time be - hold him come, off -spring of a vir - gin’s womb.
Light and life o all he brings. ris’n with heal - ing in his wings.
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with an - gel - ic hosts pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man -u - el!
born to raise each child of earth, born give us sec -ond birth.
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Hark! The her - ald an-gels sing, “Glo -1y to the mnew-born king!”’
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDEISSOTNTIN, Telix Mendelssohn, 1809—1847; arr. William TT. Cunmmmings, 18311915

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own
powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the
needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Isaiah 63:7-9
A reading from Isaiah.

"I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts of the
LORD, because of all that the LORD has done for us, and the great favor to the
house of Israel that he has shown them according to his mercy, according to
the abundance of his steadfast love. “For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not deal falsely”; and he became their savior %in all their
distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved them; in his
love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all
the days of old.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 148

'Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights.
“Praise the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
“Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.

‘Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the
heavens.

°Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were
created,

®who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that
shall not pass away.



"Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;
*fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
’mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;

"“wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;

"'sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the
world;

'“young men and maidens, old and young together.

"“Let them praise the name of the LORD, whose name only is exalted,
whose splendor is over earth and heaven.

"“The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all
faithful servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the
LorD. Hallelujah!

ANTHEM: Noel

Second Reading: Hebrews 2:10-18

A reading from Hebrews.

"It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in
bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation
perfect through sufferings. ''For the one who sanctifies and those who
are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed
to call them brothers and sisters, '“saying,

“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters,

in the midst of the congregation | will praise you.”

"*And again,

“I will put my trust in him.”
And again,

“Here am | and the children whom God has given me.”

"“Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself
likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy
the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, "®and free those
who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. '°For it is clear
that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham.



""Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every
respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the
service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the
people. '°Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able

to help those who are being tested.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.
*GOSPEL.: Matthew 2:13-23

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
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Glo - ry to youw O Lord



"“Now after [the wise men] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee
to Egypt, and remain there until | tell you; for Herod is about to search for
the child, to destroy him.” "“Then Joseph got up, took the child and his
mother by night, and went to Egypt, '“and remained there until the death of
Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet, “Out of Egypt | have called my son.”

"“When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem
who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned
from the wise men. '"Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the
prophet Jeremiah:

'®“A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel
weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no
more.”

"“When Herod died, an an%el of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream
to Joseph in Egypt and said, “*“Get up, take the child and his mother, and
go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.”
“'Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of
Israel. ““But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a
dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. “*There he made his home in
a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets
might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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C/ Praise to you, O  Christ.

Sermon



We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice ELW 288

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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1  Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and
2 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and
3 Good Chris-tian [riends, re - joicc with hcart and soul and
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to -day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was born (o save!
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"lext: Medieval Latin carol; ir. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.; arr. Robert L. Pearsall, 1795-1856

Christ  is  born o - day! Christ  is  born o - day!

Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!
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*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who are in
need.)
....Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

(after final petition)
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

Offertory: Noel Sur Les Flutes L.C. Daquin

*Offertory Hymn: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
(next page)



Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are

ring - ing, (d - ings bring-ing:
Thus 1e - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es

voic-ing, greet the mor - row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.
Music: W ZLOBIE LEZY, Polish carol



*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer
ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Sending Song:  Go Tell it on the Mountain ELW 290
(next page)

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

*Postlude: Noel Sur Le Grande Jeu L.C. Daquin



Go Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain
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their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the -earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man-ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual



*Announcements*

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead
Phone: 814-254-3072 Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net or ccustead@atlanticbb.net

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church

office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.****

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church
1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835
stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org
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CAMP SEQUANOTA BOWLING BENEFIT JAN 5TH 2-4 PM
* See flyer on the back page
BULLETIN DEADLINE JAN 7TH 10:30 AM
CHOIR PRACTICE JAN 9TH 7 PM
UN-DECORATE THE CHURCH JAN 11TH 10 AM
* Pizza will be served for the workers.
BULLETIN DEADLINE JAN 14TH 10:30 AM
KIRCHEMBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE JAN 15TH 12 PM
CHOIR PRACTICE JAN 16TH 7 PM
BULLETIN DEADLINE JAN 21ST 10:30 AM
CHOIR PRACTICE JAN 23RD 7 PM
BULLETIN DEADLINE JAN 28TH 10:30 AM
CHOIR PRACTICE JAN 30TH 7 PM

Our Prayer List:

Tim Surkovich Joe Yanke Sylvia Malsatzki Patti Green

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade

Robert Civils
Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:

Janet Kauffman , Deborah Manbeck
4 Glenn Dell

&@) John Wiederkehr




& SWEETS AND TREATS
S THE FIRST SUNDAY OF

‘ N EACH MONTH.
Q«‘@% OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS
| WILL BE
March 1st

We will NOT be having Sweets and Treats in
January and February

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and Treats. If you’re
interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday School Room. Your support is
appreciated!

Council Meetings will NOT be held in
Chw”Ch . January and February the next meeting
will be in March following worship.

Next meeting:

March 8th

We will un-decorate on January
11th at 10am. Pizza will be
provided for those who come to
help.







