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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
October 20, 2019
19th Sunday after

Pentecost
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Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM
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Welcome
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We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.
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Pastor: REVS. ScOoTT & CAROL CUSTEAD
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
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ALL LITURGY AND MusiICc RIGHTS RESERVED
REPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE #31114
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: Quiet Reflection J. Mansfield
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word ELW 663



Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word
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| Spread, oh, spread, al - might - y Word, spread the reign of God the Lord.
2 Tell of our Re-deem-er’s grace, who, to save our hu-man race
3 Tell ' of God the Spir-it givvm now to guide us on to heav'n,
4 Lord of har-vest, great and kind, rouse to ac-tion heart and mind;
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Send forth our Cre - a - tor’s call, heav-en’s gifts ex - tend to all.
and to pay re - bel-lion’s price, gave him-self as sac - ri - fice.
strong and ho - ly, just and true, work-ing both to will and do.
let  the gath-ring na - tions all see your light and heed your call.
| | | d 4
: 1‘7 2
> ! I e I | F r F ; '
1 |

™

Text: Jonathan F. Bahnmaier, 1774-1841; tr. Lutheran Book of Worsiip, alt.
Music: GOTT SEI DANK, J. A. Freylinghausen, Geistreicles Gesangbuch, 1704
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission ot valid license from copytight administrator.

*GREETING:
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
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A - men, a - men.



Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.

O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready
to hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us
to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering world, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Genesis 32:22-31
A reading from Genesis.

“*The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his
eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. “’He took them and sent
them across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. “*Jacob was left
alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. “°When the man saw that
he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s
hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. “°Then he said, “Let me go, for
the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless
me.” “’So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” “*Then
the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have
striven with God and with humans, and have prevailed.” **Then Jacob asked
him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my
name?” And there he blessed him. *°So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying,
“For | have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” °'The sun rose
upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.



PSALM 121

"I lift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?
“My help comes from the LORD, the maker of heaven and earth.

“The LorbD will not let your foot be moved nor will the one who watches
over you fall asleep.

“Behold, the keeper of Israel will neither slumber nor sleep;

“the LORD watches over you; the LORD is your shade at your right hand;
°the sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.

"The LoRD will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life.

“The LoRrp will watch over your going out and your coming in,

from this time forth forevermore.

Anthem: | Will Bless the Lord At All Times



Second Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14--4:5
A reading from Timothy.

“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed,
knowing from whom you learned it, '>and how from childhood you have
known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. '°All scripture is inspired by God and is
useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, '’so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient,
equipped for every good work.

“’In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living
and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, | solemnly
urge you: “proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is
favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the
utmost patience in teaching. “For the time is coming when people will not
put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate
for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, “and will turn away from
listening to the truth and wander away to myths. °As for you, always be
sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your
ministry fully.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
P - ———
QJV ! : d L‘_a—
Al-le - In - ia Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al -le - Tu - 1a.



*GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8
The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
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C| Glo - 1y to you, O Lord

'Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to
lose heart. “He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared
God nor had respect for people. °In that city there was a widow who kept
coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.” “For a
while he refused; but later he said to himself, “Though | have no fear of God
and no respect for anyone, “yet because this widow keeps bothering me, |
will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually
coming.’” °And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. "And
will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night?
Will he delay long in helping them? °I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to
them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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€ Praise to you, O  Christ.

Sermon



*Hymn of the Day:

We Respond to the Word

O God of Mercy, God of Light ELW 714

O God of Mercy, God of Light
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1 O God of mer - cy, God of light, in love and
2 You scnt your Son to dic for all, that our lost
3 Teach us the les - son Je - sus taught: to feel for
4 For all are kin - dred, far and wide, since Je - sus
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world might hear your call; oh, hear wus lest we
those his blood has bought, that ev - ry deed and
Christ for all has dicd; grant us the will, and
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in your sight, to live our lives in you.
stray and fall! We rest our hope in you.
word and thought may work a work for you.
grace pro - vide, to love them all in you.
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Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823—-1903, alt.
Music: JUSTAS I AM, Joscph Barnby, 1838—1896; arr. hymnal vcersion
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg IFortress.

5 In sickncss, sorrow, want, or carc,
may we each other’s burdens share;
may we, where help is needed, there
give help as though to you.

Duplication in any torm prohibitcd without pecrmission or valid licensc from copyright administrator.



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who are in
need.)
....Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

(after final petition)
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts
Offertory: Give to Our God Immortal Praise arr. David Cherwein

*Offertory Hymn: Create in Me a Clean Heart
(next page)



Create in Me a Clean Heart
Offering Song
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Cre-ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re-new a right
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spir-it with-in me.  Cast me not a-way from your pres-ence, a;; take
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not your Ho - ly Spir-it from me. Re-store to me the joy of
i —

e — —— ;

J T T

your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir -

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer
ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Sending Song:  Let Streams of Living Justice ELW 710
(next page)

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

*Postlude: Postlude Roger Wilson



Let Streams of Living Justice
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1 Let streams of liv-ing jus - tice flow down up - on the earth;
2 For heal - ing of the na - tions, for peacethat will not end,
3 Your ci - ty’s built to mu - sic; we are the stones you seek;
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give free-dom’s light to cap - tives, let all the poor have worth.
for love that makes us lov - ers, God grantus grace to mend.
your har - mo - ny 1is lan - guage; we are the words you speak.
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The hun - gry’s hands are plead -ing, the work - ers claim their rights,
Weave our var - ied gifts to- geth - er; knitour lives as they are spun;
Our faith we find in ser - vice, our hope in oth - ers’ dreams,
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the mourn-ers long for laugh - ter, the blind -ed seck for sight.
on your loom of time en - roll us till our thread of life 1is run.
our love in hand of neigh - bor; our  home-land bright-ly gleams.
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Make lib - er - ty a bea - con, strike down the 1 - ron pow’r
O great weav - er of our fab - ric, bind church and world in one;
In - scribe our hearts with jus - tice; your way—the path un - tried;
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your

bol - i1sh an-cient ven - geance:
dye our tex - ture with your ra - diance, light our col - ors with your sun.

truth—the heart of life—the Cru -ci - fied.

Text: William Whitla, b. 1934

Music: THAXTED, Gusta
Text © 1989 William Whitla.

v Holst, 1874-1934

strang - er;

pro

your

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

claim your peo-ple’s hour.




*Announcements*

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead
Phone: 814-254-3072 Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net or ccustead@atlanticbb.net

The church office email is stjiamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.****



mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:ccustead@atlanticbb.net

OCTOBERFEST TODAY
* COUNCIL MEETING

* NOTE THIS IS A DATE CHANGE
BULLETIN DEADLINE
CHOIR PRACTICE
BULLETIN DEADLINE
CHOIR PRACTICE
SWEETS AND TREATS
BULLETIN DEADLINE
CHOIR PRACTICE
WELCA MEETING
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
BULLETIN DEADLINE
COUNCIL MEETING
CHOIR PRACTICE
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE
BULLETIN DEADLINE
CHOIR PRACTICE
CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY
BULLETIN DEADLINE
POINSETTIA ORDER DEADLINE
THANKSGIVING (NO SERVICE)

Mavike Coouvr Calecdavs _

2EVENTS

Calenda

1_0 1 P
2 Y

OCT 20TH
OCT 22ND 6 PM

OCT 22ND 10:30AM
OCT 24TH 7 PM
OCT 29TH 10:30AM
OCT 31ST 7 PM
NOV 3RD 10AM
NOV 5TH 10:30 AM
NOV 7TH 7 PM
NOV 9TH 10 AM
NOV 10TH 12 PM
NOV 12TH 10:30AM
NOV 12TH 6 PM
NOV 14TH 7 PM
NOV 15TH 12 PM
NOV 19TH 10:30AM
NOV 21ST 7 PM
NOV 24TH

NOV 26TH 10:30AM
NOV 27TH 12 PM
NOV 28TH



Our Prayer List:
Tim Surkovich Joe Yanke Shelby Savino

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The
name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the
church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Presbyterian Village in Hollidaysburg:

Robert Civils Patti Green
Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman p— Deborah Manbeck
’ 4
Glenn Dell
John Wiederkehr

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

SWEETS AND TREATS

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND

@ TREATS WILL BE
November 3rd

Sponsored by Joe Yanke
* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and
Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday
School Room. Your support is appreciated!



Today October 20, 2019

Dinner will be served following the Worship Service.

Dinner to include Sauerkraut, Pork, Mashed Potatoes, Kneadles
(German Bread Dumpling) with Gravy, Hot German Potato
Salad, Hot Dogs & Rolls, applesauce and drinks.

We are asking members to bring a side dish, vegetable or dessert.

The Annual Congregational meeting will
be held:

November 10th

after the service. There will be
nominations for council members and
then the election for council. The
budget will be discussed and then
anything else that the congregation may
bring to our attention.



S€minarian
Support Sunday
NOVEMBER 17

Your gift to the
Seminarian Support Fund
makes a difference.

Even with the offer of free tuition,
seminary education is not free.
There are many other costs
associated with answering God’s
call to ministry. Your generosity
helps to support our candidates as

they continue to discern and learn.

Choose one candidate to support
or support them all. Every gift is
important. Make checks payable
to Allegheny Synod with
“Seminary Support” on the memo
line.

Mail checks to:
Allegheny Synod, ELCA,
701 Quail Ave,, Altoona, PA 16602

To support a particular candidate,
send checks directly to the seminary
listed with a letter indicating which
student account the gift will support.

Allegheny Synod
Seminarians

Brent Betz
United, Gettysburg

Tyler Graham
United, Gettysburg

Regina Holliday
United, Gettysburg

Carlton Jacobson
United, Gettysburg

Penny Koontz
United, Gettysburg

David Pencek
United, Gettysburg

Marty Jo Stellabotte
United, Philadelphia

Laura Waltermire
Wartburg, Iowa

Rebecca West
United, Philadelphia

Ted Williams
Luther, Minnesota



Q',‘ THRIVENT
FINANCIAL"

Comnecting faith & finances for psod.*

MODERN DAY GLEANING

In the bibilcal book of Ruth, Ruth and her mother-indaw, Naomi, are widows during 2
famine. In those times, there wera cusiomary provisions for wicows and the poor to
ensure they had adequata food. They were aliowed to “glean” from the fieids, meaning
they could gather the extra abundance following 3 harvest 2t no cost to them.

Boaz, one of Naomi's relatives, allowed Ruth to glean from his Selds and ordered
WOrkers to make sure to leave enough barley behind so that she and Naomi would
be well fed. Boaz was blessed for his generosity—soon after, he galnad a family In
Ruth and Naoml and maason.Obed.meblesslngsconﬂnueaasooedDecamme
granafather of King David.

As the Lord provided Boaz with sbundance, he shared it with others. And we can do
Ikewise. We may have an abundance of wealth, time or talents. wm:evergsl'tswe
MO‘S"\U—(M swryofnumzldaoaznmelsgemmus shanng,

National Voluntear Month Is an luealmnemsnaemamncancewoneryow
gs. Volunteering locally:

‘g Brings people together. Gather a group of your friends and bralnstomm ways
t0 work together for a common goal of helping out In your community.

‘ Is 3 great chance to leam something. God reveals new gifts In our Ives,
even as we are getting older. Volunteering may help you aiscover hisden

talents you cldn't know you had!

x Saves the community resources. Volunteering your time provices valuable
community services 50 more funds can be directad toward other needs.

‘ Grows gratitude. Whether you'e on the ghing or receiving end of a gift,

that gift can elicit feelings of gratitude—elther expressing gratitude or
Instilling gratitude in the recelver.

Being open and willing to INe generusly not only biesses others, but biesses you, too.
Knowing that you're making = difference In someone’s life can bring you unspackable joy!
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Christmas Poinsettias

Bless our Sanctuary and your home this Christmas with a

beautiful red poinsettial For each $7.50 you contribute to the
St. James Flower Fund, a flower will be placed in the Sanctuary
on Christmas Eve and will be available for you to take with you
following our Christmas Eve Service. If you would rather donate
the flower for a shut-or or friend of St. James, you may indicate
that choice on this order form.

Please complete the form and return it to the church. The
deadline for poinsettia orders and payments is Wednesday,
November 27, 2019. Thank you for your generosity in this
endeavorl

Your Name
(as you wish it to appear in the bulletin)

This donation is made:

In Honor of:
Or
In Memory of:

Amount of Contnbution:

Number of Chnstmas Poinsettias:

Envelope Number:

Please check one:
Yes, | do want to take the poinsettia (s) home with me.

No. | don't want to take the poinsettia (s). | would like
them to be given to a shut in or fnend of St. James
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’'s work. Our hands.

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church
1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835
stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org




