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St. James Evangelical

Lutheran Church
September 22, 2019
15th Sunday after

Pentecost
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Worship every Sunday
10:45 AM
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Welcome
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We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your
voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that
you please sign our guest book.
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Pastor: REVS. ScOoTT & CAROL CUSTEAD
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich
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St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word
and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit.

Announcements: If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks.

Prelude: With Verdure Clad F.J. Hayden
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship)

PLEASE STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin.

An extended silence may be kept.

Merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

We Gather

*GATHERING SONG: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty ELW 858



Praise to the L.ord, the Almighty

‘lText: Joachim Neander, 1650—1680; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: T.OBE DEN HERREN, Eranewerten Gesangbuch, Part TT, Stralsund, 1665

*GREETING:
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of «cre - a - tion!
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all thungs is won-drous-ly reign - ing
3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de - fend you;
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me a - dore him'!
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O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and sal - va - tion!
and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing, sus-tain - ing.
sure-ly his good -ness and mer - cy shall dai - 1y at - tend you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - lore him!
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Let all who hear now to his tem ple draw near,
Have you not seen all that is need ful has been
Pon - der a - new what  the Al - might - y can do
Let the a - men sound from his peo ple a - gain.
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join - ing in glad ad - o - Ta tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain ing?
ir with his love he be - [riend you.
Glad - 1y for - ev - er a - dore him!
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P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra - cious Lord.
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A - men, a - men.



Glory to God

Assisting minister
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther. A - men.



*PRAYER OF THE DAY:

P: Let us pray.
God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for

one another. Keep our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your
wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed in your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

We Listen to the Word

First Reading: Amos 8:4-7
A reading from Amos.

“Hear this, you that trample on the needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the
land, 5saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain;
and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale? We will make the
ephah small and the shekel great, and practice deceit with false balances,
®buying the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling the
sweepings of the wheat.” "The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely
| will never forget any of their deeds.

The word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

PSALM 113
'Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD; praise the name of
the LORD.

’Let the name of the LORD be blessed, from this time forth
forevermore.

“From the rising of the sun to its going down let the name of the LORD
be praised.



“The LORD is high above all nations; God’s glory above the
heavens.

"Who is like the LORD our God, who sits enthroned on high,
°but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth?

"The LORD takes up the weak out of the dust and lifts up the poor from
the ashes,

8enthroning them with the rulers, with the rulers of the people.

“The LORD makes the woman of a childless house to be a joyful mother
of children. Hallelujah!

ANTHEM: I will lift up my eyes.

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-7
A reading from Timothy.

'First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
thanksgivings be made for everyone, “for kings and all who are in high
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness
and dignity. “This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,
“who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth. °For
there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
*who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.”For this | was appointed a herald
and an apostle (I am telling the truth, | am not lying), a teacher of the
Gentiles in faith and truth.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gospel Acclamation

—0-4- . —
&= — —
\j’ !
Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al - le - lu - 1a.

*GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-13

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
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C] Glo - ry to youw O Lord



'"Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a
manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was squandering
his property. “So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that | hear
about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you
cannot be my manager any longer.” “Then the manager said to himself,
‘What will | do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? |
am not strong enough to dig, and | am ashamed to beg. ‘I have decided
what to do so that, when | am dismissed as manager, people may welcome
me into their homes.’ °So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he
asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ °He answered, ‘A
hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly,
and make it fifty.” "Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He
replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, ‘“Take your bill and
make it eighty.” °And his master commended the dishonest manager
because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more
shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light.
°And | tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so
that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.
"“\Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever
is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. "'If then you have not
been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true
riches? "“And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another,
who will give you what is your own? "°No slave can serve two masters; for a
slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
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© Praise to you, O  Christ.

Sermon



We Respond to the Word
*Hymn of the Day: Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life =~ ELW 719

Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life
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I Where cross the crowd-ed ways of life, where sound the

2 In haunts of wretch-ed - ness and need, on shad - owed
3 From ten - der child-hood’s help - less - ness, from hu - man
4 The cup of wa - ter giv'n for you  still holds the
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cries of race and clan, a - bove the noise of
thresh - olds dark with fears, from paths where hide the
grief and bur - dened toil, from fam - ished souls, from
fresh - ness of your grace; Yyet long  these mul - o -
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self - 1sh strife, we hear your voice, O Son of Man.
lures of greed, we catch the vi - sion of your tears.
sor - tow’s  stress, your heart has nev - er known re - coil.
tudes to view the strong com - pas - sion n your face.
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Text: Frank M. North, 1850—1935, alt.
Music: WALTON, W. Gardiner, Sacred Melodies, 1815



*Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who are in
need.)
....Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

(after final petition)
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

We Offer Our Gifts

Offertory: Canticle of FaithFenton Groden

*Offertory Hymn: Create in Me a Clean Heart
(next page)



Create in Me a Clean Heart
Offering Song
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spir-it with-in me.  Cast me not a-way from your pres-ence, a;; take
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your sal - va - tion, and up-hold me with your free Spir -

Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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*Offering Prayer:

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer
ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



We Are Sent

*Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you
peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

*Sending Song:  Savior, Again to Your Dear Name ELW 534
(next page)

*Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

*Postlude: Fantasy In D Minor



Savior, Again to Your Dear Name

Text: John Ellerton, 1826—1893, alt.
Music: ELLERS, Edward J. Hopkins, 1818-1901; arr. Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842—-1900
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1 Sav ior, a gain to your dear name we raise
2  Grant us your peace up on our home-ward way;
3 Grant us your peace, Lord, through the com - ing night;
4  Grant us your peace through - out our earth - ly life,
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with one ac cord our part - ing hymn of praise;
with you be gan, with you shall end the day;
for us  trans form its dark - ness in - to light.
our balm in SOT - TOW, and our stay in strife;
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once more we bless you ere our wor - ship cease,
guard all the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
Keep us from harm and dan - ger all the dawn;
then, when your voice shall bid our con - flict cease,
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then, low - 1y bend - ing, wait  your word of peace.

that in this housc have called up - on your namec.

your cve - ning precs - cnce prom - isc to  your own.

call us, O Lord, to your e - ter - nal peace.
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*Announcements*

IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,
In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead
Phone: 814-254-3072 Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net or ccustead@atlanticbb.net

The church office email is stjiamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org
On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA

REMINDER AND IMPORTANT

BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM.

For corrections, please contact the church
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’'m in the office
Monday-Thursday 9-1.

****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE
SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE
KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.****



mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:ccustead@atlanticbb.net

@ Mavlk Poouvr CalecoSavs=

POTLUCK DINNER TODAY SEP 22ND 12 PM
BULLETIN DEADLINE SEP 24TH 10:30 AM
CHOIR PRACTICE SEP 26TH 7 PM
RENEW, RELAX, REFRESH SEP 28TH 9-3
ALLEGHENY SYNODICAL ORGANIZATIONAL EVENT
BULLETIN DEADLINE OCT 1ST 10:30 AM
CHOIR PRACTICE OCT 3RD 7 PM
SWEETS AND TREATS OCT 6TH 10 AM
BULLETIN DEADLINE OCT 8TH 10:30 AM
CHOIR PRACTICE OCT 10TH 7 PM
WELCA MEETING OCT 12TH 10 AM
COUNCIL MEETING OCT 15TH 6 PM
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 22
TODAY
CHICKEN TENDERS BEING
SERVED!
| PLEASE BRING YOUR
FAVORITE COVERED DISH TO
POTLUCK]DINNER SHARE WITH THE

CONGREGATION.



Our Prayer List:
Tim Surkovich Joe Yanke

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.)

Those serving in our military

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Presbyterian Village in Hollidaysburg:
Robert Civils Patti Green

Allegheny Lutheran Home: In their own homes:
Janet Kauffman p— Deborah Manbeck
2
Glenn Dell
John Wiederkehr

SWEETS AND TREATS
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF
EACH MONTH.

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND
TREATS WILL BE

OCTOBER 6
SPONSORED BY:
SHIRLEY MANBECK

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and
Treats. If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday
School Room. Your support is appreciated!
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Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

God’'s work. Our hands.

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church
1407 Eighth Avenue
Altoona, PA 16602

814-944-6835
stjamesaltoona@gmail.com
www.stjamesaltoona.org




