
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

September 15, 2019 

14th Sunday after  

Pentecost 
 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

Pastor: REVS. SCOTT & CAROL CUSTEAD 
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

ALL LITURGY AND MUSIC RIGHTS RESERVED 
REPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE #31114 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:                     La Serpentina    V. Pellegrini            
(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:            Savior, like A Shepherd Lead Us    ELW 789  



 *GREETING:  

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to 
 yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your  
 loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you and may 
 follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
 Savior and Lord. Amen 

 

 

 

 
 

We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:        Exodus 32:7-14  

A reading from Exodus. 
 
7
The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought 

up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 
8
they have been quick to 

turn aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves 
an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These 
are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 

9
The 

LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 
10

Now 
let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume 
them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 
  

11
But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your 

wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt 
with great power and with a mighty hand? 

12
Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It 

was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and 
to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; 
change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 

13
Remember  

Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own 
self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, 
and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they 
shall inherit it forever.’ ” 

14
And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster 

that he planned to bring on his people.  
  

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 



PSALM           51:1-10 
   

 
1
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; in your 

    great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 

2
Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse 

    me from my sin. 
 

3
For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 

 
4
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your 

    sight; so you are justified when you speak and right in your  
    judgment. 
 

5
Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s 

    womb. 
 

6
Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, and would have me 

    know wisdom deep within. 
 

7
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I 

    shall be purer than snow. 
 

8
Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may 

    rejoice. 
 

9
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 

 
10

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 
      me.   
 
ANTHEM:  Wonder, Love and Praise 
 
 
Second Reading:       1 Timothy 1:12-17  
 

A reading from Timothy. 
 

12
I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me,       

because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, 
13

even 
though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. 
But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 

14
and the 

grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus. 

15
The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the  
foremost.  



*GOSPEL:         Luke 15:1-10  
 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke. 

16
But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, 

Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to 
those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 

17
To the King of 

the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



1
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 

2
And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow 

welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
  

3
So he told them this parable: 

4
“Which one of you, having a hundred 

sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the          
wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 

5
When he has 

found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 
6
And when he comes 

home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 

7
Just so, I tell you, there 

will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over          
ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
  

8
“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does 

not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 
9
When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors,     

saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 
10

Just so, 
I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 



 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:          Chief of Sinners Though I Be   ELW 609 



 
 
*Creed             

  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people    
according to their needs.  
 
(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who are in 
need.) 
….Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
(after final petition) 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
 

We Offer Our Gifts 
   
Offertory:            Song of Peace  E. Broughton      

 
*Offertory Hymn:  Create in Me a Clean Heart                  
(next page)                                            





 

 

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer  
 ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and  
 redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave  
 himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

C: Amen. 



 
 
 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 
peace.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 
 
*Sending Song:      Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven    ELW 864 
(next page) 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
*Postlude:        Postlude In B Flat  A. Corelli  





 

*Announcements* 
IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,  

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead 

Phone: 814-254-3072  Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net  or ccustead@atlanticbb.net  

 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

 
REMINDER AND IMPORTANT 

 
BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE     

SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND 
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE   

KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO     
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.**** 

mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:ccustead@atlanticbb.net


KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE  SEP 15TH 12 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     SEP 17TH 10:30 AM 
CHOIR PRACTICE      SEP 19TH 7 PM 
POTLUCK DINNER      SEP 22ND 12 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     SEP 24TH 10:30 AM 
CHOIR PRACTICE      SEP 26TH 7 PM 
RENEW, RELAX, REFRESH    SEP 28TH 9-3 
 ALLEGHENY SYNODICAL ORGANIZATIONAL EVENT 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     OCT 1ST 10:30 AM 
CHOIR PRACTICE      OCT 3RD 7 PM 
SWEETS AND TREATS     OCT 6TH 10 AM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     OCT 8TH 10:30 AM 
COUNCIL MEETING     OCT 8TH 6 PM 
CHOIR PRACTICE      OCT 10TH 7 PM 
WELCA MEETING       OCT 12TH 10 AM 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 22 
 

CHICKEN TENDERS BEING 

SERVED! 

 

PLEASE BRING YOUR FAVORITE    
COVERED DISH TO SHARE WITH THE                 

CONGREGATION. 



Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich   Joe Yanke   
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 

Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Presbyterian Village in Hollidaysburg: 

 Robert Civils    Patti Green 

       

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck   

      Glenn Dell    

      John Wiederkehr 

       

  

SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND 
TREATS WILL BE  

OCTOBER 6 
SPONSORED BY: 

SHIRLEY MANBECK 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and 

Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday 

School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 



St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1407 Eighth Avenue 

Altoona, PA  16602 

814-944-6835 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 

www.stjamesaltoona.org 


