
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

June 2, 2019 

Seventh Sunday of   

Easter Ascension 

Communion 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

Pastor: REVS. SCOTT & CAROL CUSTEAD 
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

ALL LITURGY AND MUSIC RIGHTS RESERVED 
REPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE #31114 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:                                            Vivace            J.S. Bach 

(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:      When Morning Gilds the Skies ELW  853    



 *GREETING:  

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 
C: And also with you.        



 

*CANTICLE OF PRAISE                                                          





*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 O God, form the minds of your faithful people into your one will. 
 Make us love what you command and desire what you promise, 
 that, amid all the changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed 
 where true joy is found, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
 and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen 

 
 

We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:        Acts 16:16-34 

A reading from Acts. 
 
16

One day, as we were going to the place of prayer, we met a slave-girl who 
had a spirit of divination and brought her owners a great deal of money by    
fortune-telling. 

17
While she followed Paul and us, she would cry out, “These 

men are slaves of the Most High God, who proclaim to you a way of salvation.” 
18

She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, very much annoyed, turned and 
said to the spirit, “I order you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” 
And it came out that very hour. 
  

19
But when her owners saw that their hope of making money was gone, they 

seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace before the       
authorities. 

20
When they had brought them before the magistrates, they said, 

“These men are disturbing our city; they are Jews 
21

and are advocating       
customs that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or observe.” 

22
The 

crowd joined in attacking them, and the magistrates had them stripped of their 
clothing and ordered them to be beaten with rods. 

23
After they had given them 

a severe flogging, they threw them into prison and ordered the jailer to keep 
them securely. 

24
Following these instructions, he put them in the innermost cell 

and fastened their feet in the stocks. 
  

25
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, 

and the prisoners were listening to them. 
26

Suddenly there was an earthquake, 
so violent that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all 
the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened. 

27
When the 

jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide open, he drew his sword and was 
about to kill himself, since he supposed that the prisoners had escaped. 

28
But 

Paul shouted in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.”  



29
The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell down trembling before 

Paul and Silas. 
30

Then he brought them outside and said, “Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?” 

31
They answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus, 

and you will be saved, you and your household.” 
32

They spoke the word 
of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 

33
At the same hour of 

the night he took them and washed their wounds; then he and his entire 
family were baptized without delay. 

34
He brought them up into the house 

and set food before them; and he and his entire household rejoiced that 
he had become a believer in God. 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

PSALM            97  
   

 
1
The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of the isles be  

    glad. 
 

 
2
Clouds and darkness surround the LORD, righteousness and  

     justice are the foundations of God’s throne. 
 

 
3
Fire goes before the LORD, burning up enemies on every side. 

 

 
4
Lightnings light up the world; the earth sees and trembles. 

 

 
5
The mountains melt like wax before the Lord of all the earth. 

 

 
6
The heavens declare your righteousness, O LORD, and all the  

     peoples see your glory. 
 

 
7
Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in false 

    gods! Bow down before the LORD, all you gods. 
 

 
8
Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, because of 

    your judgments, O LORD. 
 

 
9
For you are the LORD, most high over all the earth; you are exalted far 

    above all gods. 
 

 
10

You who love the LORD, hate evil! God guards the lives of the 
      saints and rescues them from the hand of the wicked. 
 

 
11

Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the honest of heart. 
 

 
12

Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, and give thanks to God’s holy 
     name.   
 



Anthem:  Communion Meditation 
 
 
Second Reading:    Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21  
 

A reading from Revelation. 
 

12
“See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to 

everyone’s work. 
13

I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, 
the beginning and the end.” 
  

14
Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they will have the 

right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. 
  

16
“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the 

churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning 
star.” 
 

17
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let everyone who hears say, 

“Come.” And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes 
take the water of life as a gift. 
  

20
The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming 

soon.”  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
  

21
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL:          John 17:20-26  

The Holy Gospel according to John. 

[Jesus prayed:] 
20

“I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of 
those who will believe in me through their word, 

21
that they may all be 

one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, 
so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

22
The glory that you 

have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are 
one, 

23
I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so 

that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them 
even as you have loved me. 

24
Father, I desire that those also, whom you 

have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you 
have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
  

25
“Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and 

these know that you have sent me. 
26

I made your name known to them, 
and I will make it known, so that the love with which you have loved me 
may be in them, and I in them.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Sermon 



 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:          The Church’s One Foundation              ELW 654 



*Creed             

  
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people    
according to their needs.  
 
(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who are in 
need.) 
….Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
(after final petition) 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
 

We Offer Our Gifts 
   
Offertory:             Musette      J.S. Bach 

 
*Offertory Hymn:  Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful                 
(next page)                                            





*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer  
 ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and  
 redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave  
 himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

A:  Amen. 

We Share the Feast 
*Holy Communion  



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the 
glorious resurrection our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave 
himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising 
has brought us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all 
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn: 



*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  In mercy for our fallen world you 
gave your only Son,  that all those who believe in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.  We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for 
us through Jesus Christ.  Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts , that we 
might receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper. 

Today we receive the Holy Eucharist through elements that have been          
pre-consecrated on this altar by Pastors Scott and Carol Custead. 
 
In the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist we are told that on the night in which he 
was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks, broke it, gave it for all to 
eat saying, “This is my body given for you, do this for the remembrance of me”.  
Again after supper, we are told, that he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it for all 
to drink saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood shed for you and for 
all people for the forgiveness of sins, do this for the remembrance of me”.  
Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 



*Invitation to Communion 
 

P: Reveal yourself to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you once  
revealed yourself to your disciples.  
*Distribution of Communion 

*Post-Communion Blessing 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 
C: Amen 



*Song after Communion:       Thank the Lord  LBW Pg 72 



*Prayer after Communion 
 
P: Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished  
 us with the body of Christ, broken for us. Risen to new life with you, 
 send us now to bear your healing love into the wounded world, in 
 the name of our risen Savior and Lord. 
 
C: Amen. 
 
The Reading of the Ascension Gospel and Extinguishing of the  
Paschal Candle 
 
P: Today we extinguish the Paschal Candle as we close the Easter  
Season and await Pentecost, listening to the story of Jesus’ Ascension 
from the 24

th
 chapter of St. Luke. 

Luke 24:44-53  

 

44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words 
that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about 
me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fufilled.”45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and 
he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise 
from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from         
Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49And see, I am sending 
upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have 
been clothed with power from on high.” 
  50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he 
blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and 
was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him, and returned to  
Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were continually in the temple    
blessing God. 
  

The Gospel of the Lord 
 



 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 
peace.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 
 
*Sending Song:                  ELW  
(next page) 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 

*Postlude:   Postlude in E 
b
         G. Pierne 

       





 

*Announcements* 
IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,  

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead 

Phone: 814-254-3072  Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net  or ccustead@atlanticbb.net  

 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

 
REMINDER AND IMPORTANT 

 
BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE     

SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND 
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE   

KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO     
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.**** 

mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:ccustead@atlanticbb.net


 
 
SWEETS AND TREATS TODAY   JUN 2ND 10 AM 
WELCA SUMMER LUNCHEON   JUN 8TH 12 PM 
CHURCH PICNIC      JUN 23RD 11 AM 
LUTHERAN DAY AT THE CURVE   JUL 28TH 4 PM 

 
NO COUNCIL MEETINGS IN JUNE AND JULY 
NO SWEETS AND TREATS IN JULY AND AUGUST 
NO POTLUCK IN JULY AND AUGUST  

SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND TREATS IS  
TODAY 

Sponsored by: 
Michael and Lori Savino 

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and 

Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday 

School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 



Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich   Joe Yanke   
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 

Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Presbyterian Village in Hollidaysburg: 

 Robert Civils    Patti Green 

       

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck   

Hillview:     Glenn Dell 

 Marlene Leonard   John Wiederkehr 

       

  

 

   

 

 

 
 

 
 

WELCA is once again be asking for children’s swimsuits and beach  
towels so we can donate them to United Way /Family Services. We are 
asking members to help us out by donating to this worthwhile 
cause.  We have a set up in the vestibule of the church to place these 
items.  We will continue this until our summer function which will take 
place June 8th.  Remember everyone is invited to attend and to         
participate in this function.  





JOIN WELCA 
JUNE 8, 2019 

LUNCH 12:00 

Knickerbocker Tavern 

3957 6TH AVE. Altoona 
 

 

We will eat in an area that may look tired and worn out on the inside but 

weather permitting we have reservations in the tunnel area out side. 

This area was used  in the early 1900 for horse drawn wagons. Hear from 

one of the knowledgeable staff tell us how the Knickerbocker came to be 

know as one of Altoona historic districts. The Knickerbocker is know also 

for the 153 row houses that were used by railroad workers many years ago.  

Reservation needed ...call church office by May 31. 

 

     Grant Provided By:  





St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1407 Eighth Avenue 

Altoona, PA  16602 

814-944-6835 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 

www.stjamesaltoona.org 
 

 


