
 

St. James Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

April 28, 2019 

Second Sunday of  

Easter 
 

Worship every Sunday 

10:45 AM 

 

Welcome 
 

We welcome all visitors who come to worship with us today.   
We are delighted that you have come to share in the prayer  
and praise of our Lord and invite you to return and add your 

voice to ours in holy celebration. If you have a special need or 
prayer write it on the prayer card in the pew rack and place it 
in the offering plate. Before you leave us today, we ask that 

you please sign our guest book.  

Pastor: REVS. SCOTT & CAROL CUSTEAD 
Church Organist/Choir Director: PATRICIA MCCONNELL 
Administrative Assistant: Tim Surkovich 

ALL LITURGY AND MUSIC RIGHTS RESERVED 
REPRINTED UNDER AUGSBURG FORTRESS LITURGIES LICENSE #31114 
REPRINTED UNDER ONELICENSE.NET #A-723225 



St. James Mission Statement: To make disciples of Jesus Christ through Word 

and Sacrament by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Announcements:    If you cannot read the hymns, you can turn to the hymn 
in the red ELW hymnal in the pew racks. 
 

Prelude:               Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  arr. H.A. Matthews 

(We take this time to silently prepare our hearts and minds for worship) 
 

PLEASE STAND 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the        
presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. 
An extended silence may be kept. 
Merciful God, 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake 
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

We Gather 
   
 

*GATHERING SONG:        Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds ELW  367      



 *GREETING:  

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the           
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 
C: And also with you.        







*PRAYER OF THE DAY:  
 

P:   Let us pray. 
 O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded 
 hands of your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in 
 your mercy, and strengthen us to be the body of your Son, Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

We Listen to the Word 
 

 

First Reading:        Acts 5:27-32   
 

A reading from Acts. 
 
27

When they had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the  
council. The high priest questioned them, 

28
saying, “We gave you strict orders 

not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching 
and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 

29
But Peter and the 

apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. 
30

The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging 
him on a tree. 

31
God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he 

might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 
32

And we are  
witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to 
those who obey him.” 
 

The word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 



PSALM          118:14-29   
   

         

14
The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 

 

 
15

Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the  
      righteous: “The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 
 

 
16

The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the LORD acts 
      valiantly!” 
 

 
170

I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD. 
 

 
18

The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to 
     death. 
 

 
19

Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and 
     give thanks to the LORD. 
 

 
20

“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.” 
 

 
21

I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have  
      become my salvation. 
 

 
22

The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief  
      cornerstone. 
 

 
23

By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 

 
24

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

 
25

Hosanna! O LORD, save us! We pray to you, LORD, prosper our 
      days! 
 

 
26

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD; we bless you 
      from the house of the LORD. 
 

 
27

The LORD is God and has given us light. Form a procession with 
      branches up to the corners of the altar. 
 

 
28

You are my God, and I will thank you; you are my God, and I will exalt 
      you. 
 

 
29

Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy  
      endures forever.  
 
 

 



Second Reading:    Revelation 1:4-8  
 

A reading from Revelation. 
 

4
John to the seven churches that are in Asia:  

  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to 
come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 

5
and from  

Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of 
the kings of the earth.  
  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 

6
and 

made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be 
glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 

7
Look! He is coming with the clouds; 

  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  

8
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who 

was and who is to come, the Almighty. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



*GOSPEL:        John 20:19-31  

The Holy Gospel according to John. 

19
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of 
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 

20
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 

the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
21

Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
22

When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 

23
If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
  

24
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 

with them when Jesus came. 
25

So the other disciples told him, “We have 
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in 
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his 
side, I will not believe.” 
  

26
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 

27
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 

finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. 
Do not doubt but believe.” 

28
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 

God!” 
29

Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to  
believe.” 
  

30
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not written in this book. 
31

But these are written so that you may 
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name.  
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 



 

We Respond to the Word 
 

*Hymn of the Day:    O Sons and Daughters, Let Us Sing          ELW 386 

Verses 1, 5,6,7,8 
Next Page 

Sermon 





 
 
*Creed             

  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people    
according to their needs.  
 
(Petitions are offered for the Church, the world, the nations, and all who are in 
need.) 
….Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
(after final petition) 
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

*Sharing of the Peace          
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
 

We Offer Our Gifts 
   
Offertory:            Awake, My Heart, With Gladness    Arr. Wilbur Held 

 
*Offertory Hymn:                Lift High the Cross  
(next page)                                            





 

 

Lord remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                      
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

*Offering Prayer:  
 

 Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your  
 goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer  
 ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and  
 redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave  
 himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

C: Amen. 



 

 

 

We  Are Sent 

 
*Blessing                                                                                         
The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you 
and be gracious to you.  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 
peace.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 

 
 
*Sending Song:       Thine Is the Glory           ELW 376 
(next page) 
 
*Dismissal           
                                                                            
P: Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
*Postlude:  Come Away To the Skies arr. B.W. Sanders 
       





 

*Announcements* 
IN THE CASE OF A PASTORAL EMERGENCY,  

In the event of a Pastoral Emergency, please contact Pastors Scott & Carol Custead 

Phone: 814-254-3072  Email: scustead@atlanticbb.net  or ccustead@atlanticbb.net  

 
 

The church office email is stjamesaltoona@gmail.com The church’s  
website is www.stjamesaltoona.org 

On Facebook—St. James Lutheran Church—Altoona, PA 

 
REMINDER AND IMPORTANT 

 
BULLETIN ADDITIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN 
TUESDAY AT 10:30 AM. 
For corrections, please contact the church  
office secretary Tim Surkovich, I’m in the office      
Monday-Thursday 9-1. 

 
****IF AN ARTICLE FOR THE KIRCHENBLATT CANNOT BE     

SUBMITTED BY THE 15TH OF THE MONTH, PLEASE CALL AND 
RESERVE A SPACE FOR YOUR ARTICLE SO THAT THE   

KIRCHENBLATT CAN BE FORMATTED AHEAD OF TIME TO     
PROVIDE SPACE FOR ALL THE CONGREGATIONAL NEWS.**** 

A special Thank You from the  

congregation to Sylvia Malsatzki and 

Shirley Manbeck for the organization and 

arrangement of the flowers for the Easter 

Sunday Service. 

mailto:scustead@atlanticbb.net
mailto:ccustead@atlanticbb.net


 
ALLEGHENY CHORALE     APR 28TH 3 PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     APR 30TH 12 PM 
CHOIR REHEARSAL     MAY 2ND 7 PM 
SWEETS AND TREATS     MAY 5TH 10 AM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     MAY 7TH 12 PM 
COUNCIL MEETING     MAY 7TH 6PM 
CHOIR REHEARSAL     MAY 9TH 7 PM 
WELCA MEETING      MAY 11TH 10 AM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     MAY 14TH 12 PM 
KIRCHENBLATT ARTICLE DEADLINE  MAY 15TH 12PM 
CHOIR REHEARSAL     MAY 16TH 7PM 
WELCA SUNDAY      MAY 19TH 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     MAY 21ST 12 PM 
CHOIR REHEARSAL     MAY 23RD 7PM 
BULLETIN DEADLINE     MAY 28TH 12 PM 
CHOIR REHEARSAL     MAY 30TH 7 PM 
COUNCIL MEETING     JUN 11TH 7 PM 
CHURCH PICNIC      JUN 23RD 11 AM 

 

WELCA NEWS 
 

We are going to decorate the bulletins boards in the Fellowship 

Hall. We plan on decorating them for the seasons. Spring,      

Summer, Fall and Winter. If you have any ideas or if you want to 

help, please let us know.   



SWEETS AND TREATS 
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF  

EACH MONTH.   
 

OUR NEXT SWEETS AND 
TREATS WILL BE MAY 5TH 

SPONSORED BY  
PEGGY THATCHER 

Our Prayer List: 

Tim Surkovich   Joe Yanke  Mark Hoover  
 

(Names for inclusion on our parish prayer list can be submitted to the church office. The 

name will remain on the list for one month. At the end of that period please advise the 

church office, if you would like the name to be continue for another month.) 

Those serving in our military 

Graystone Manor//Bellmeade Presbyterian Village in Hollidaysburg: 

 Robert Civils    Patti Green 

       

Allegheny Lutheran Home:  In their own homes: 

 Janet Kauffman   Deborah Manbeck 

      Glenn Dell 

      Marlene Leonard 

      John Wiederkehr 

  

* We are always looking for volunteers to sponsor Sweets and 

Treats.  If you’re interested there is a sign up sheet in the Sunday 

School Room.  Your support is appreciated! 



 

 

 

 

WELCA SUNDAY 
May 19, 2019 

10:45 AM 
 

Members will be participating in the Sunday Service.  
Pastor Carol will be providing music with her guitar.   

Invite your friends! 
 

A Potluck Dinner will also be served that day at 12 PM 
 

Please come and join us for the service and a meal!     
Everyone is invited! 

 
 



The congregation are asked to please donate cookies and treats 

for the reception following the concert.  Thank You. 





St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1407 Eighth Avenue 

Altoona, PA  16602 

814-944-6835 

stjamesaltoona@gmail.com 

www.stjamesaltoona.org 
 

 


